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MONO thoſe who may read the 
following treatiſe, on the Reaſon 


and Spirit of Baptiſm, there will be 
many who, inſtead of attending to argument, 


or of ſubmitting to the conviction of truth, 
will be challenging the reaſons of ſuch a 
publication; as if it were extremely diffi- 
cult, if not totally impoſſible, for the author 
to propoſe to himſelf, or to the communit 
any valuable end, by writing on ſuch a TA 
8 
Prepoſſeſſion diſqualifies men Flr reading- 
with candour and impartiality; and even 
irritates them to condemn, where they have 
not yet heard: to prevent, if poſſible, the 
lead of ſuch a ſpirit, I ſhall endeavour in this 
preface to the reader, to render ſuch rea- 
ſons for my writing and publiſhing on the 
ſubject of ordinances, as will „U truſt, ſatis- 
fy the truly candid, that I have not acted in 
it altogether without reaſon. 


a Satisfied 


| 
{ 
[ 
| 


= the light that directed my own path, I ſhould 


(i 


Satisfied with a poſitive teſtimony, con- 


cerning Jeſus the Son of God, as the perfect- 


ed and final ſalvation, ſet forth before the 
face of all people; many years elapſed before 


I faw it needful to treat negatively of the 
matter; by an attempt to ſhew, that certain 


uſages in the church, which are judged to 

contain the eſſence of chriſtianity, are not 

perfectly conſiſtent with the truth of Chriſt. 
The things, which I and others were 


taught to abſtain from, as weak and beggar- 


ly elements, were never animadverted on in 


my diſcourſes, only when juſtice to ſuch 
_ paſſages of ſcripture as J happened to treat 
on abſolutely required it; and then they 


were touched with all poſſible brevity, and 


tenderneſs. 


The uſe of ordinances amongſt others, I 
never inveighed againſt; nor did I at any 
time attempt, either publicly or privately, to 
diſſuade men from ſubjection to them: nay, 
ſo far was I from deſiring to impoſe my faith 


on others, that I rather diſcouraged their 


abſtinence from thoſe things, when it ap- 


| peared that their conviction was not from 


above, 
Under this influence, faithfully Gilewins 


have 


(iii) 
have reſted well content that all mankind 
ſhould do the fame, however they might 
differ from me; nor was it poſſible for me 
to cenſure any man for thinking otherwiſe | 
than my ſelf ; having theſe words engraven 
on my heart, No man can receive any 
« thing, except it be given him from above. 

The utmoſt that my friends and I ſought 
for was, that having faith, we might be 
permitted to have it to ourſelves; and this 
we thought we had a right to expect: but, 
alas, we were taught by experience, that 
our hopes were by much too ſanguine; and 
that, conſidering the attachments of men to 
externals in religion, we had but little reaſon | 
to expect ſuch a toleration as exempted us 

from their cenſure. | 

We were calumniated as evil- doers; and 
loaded with reproaches, as neglecters and 
contemners of divine ordinances; the moſt 
rigorous, and even ſevere cenſures, were eſti- 
mated as mild, in compariſon of our deſerts, 
ſo very atrocious were our errors judged to 
be. That we might poſſibly err from 

miſtake, 'or that we had the leaſt degree of 
good-meaning among us, or that we were 
able to render but the ſhadow of a reaſon. 
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(ir) 
for our conduct, were hypotheſes much too 
favourable for our indulgence. 
It was conſtantly inſinuated, and even 
affirmed, That we, bidding defiance to reve- 
lation and reaſon, neglected the ordinances 


of God, and poured contempt on them, 


only becauſe they were commanded, and, 
the continual obſervance of them enjoined 
us, in the Bible'; and, that having no colour- 
able plea for our proceedings, we affected 
to treat all reproof, and « every attempt to re- 
gulate c our ſentiments, with wanton ſneering 


and ridicule. 


Our adverſaries continued challenging, 


and even defying. us to render a reaſon of 
our faith ; and our forbearance made them 


not only conclude, but affirm, that we had 
no reaſon to render. . Hence, we were regi- 
ſtered as obſtinate hereticks, rejected and 


cut off from the Chriſtian name, in their 
judgment; ; and expoſed to feel the ſmart of 


every rod of power, but that which provi- 
dence has not put into their hands. 
' TI could yet have been well ſatisfied, to 


have polleſſed my ſoul in patience, and 


peaceably to have endured what 1 eſteemed 


as the reproaches c of Chriſt; but ſome ſincere 


hearts ſtumbling, and others growing uneaſy 71 
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it was judged needfol that a defence ſhould 
be made, by rendering a reaſon of the hope 
that! is in us, reſpecting theſe matters. 
This induced me from time to time to 
treat on the ſubject of ordinances; and at 


| laſt it was thought right that I ſhould print 
thoſe diſcourſes, as a proof that we had a 
. foundation for our faith: but, as I had no 
notes by me, to aſſiſt my memory in recapi- 
tulating by the pen, what without pre- me- 
ditation J had delivered in the congregation, 


it may not be expected, that! ſhould recol- 
lect, with any preciſeneſs, what I had thus 
deſlivered; therefore, I choſe to entitle it, 
„ gathering from ſundry diſcourſes, &c. 
' I can propoſe none other advantage to my- 
ſelf from this publication, than what conſiſts 
in taking up the croſs of Chriſt, and in fol- 
lowing Him. But as mankind, in propor- 
tion as they are ſubject to ordinances, as they | 
are bigoted toexternals under the idea of real 
_ chriſtianity, are, in my judgment, deprived 3 
of the ſweet felicity of the goſpel ; and are 
either ſtrangers to, or greatly eſtranged from, 
the adorable Perſon, and imbibed Spirit of. 
our Saviour. ' So if by means of this, or by 
any other, they may be brought to ſee that 
Jeſus i is All and in All That He is before all 


things, 
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(u) 
things, and that by Him all things confiſt— 
That in Him, as the Firſt and the Laſt, 
the curſe is removed—T hat in Him all the 
promiſes are yea, and amen—That He is 
the Spirit, the Subſtance, the Accompliſh- 
ment, and Final End of every ordinance; 


the advantage is great, as the comfort is 
real, both in him who communicates, 0 
# in him who receivetn. ” 


| If theſe matters, ſo well atteſted; Abd ex- 
. plicitly taught in the holy Scriptures, are, . 
1 as the things of Chriſt, ſhewn to us by the 
Spirit of Truth ; they will not only endear 
the Perſon and Salvation of Chriſt to us, but 
they will endear all his creatures to us alſo, for 
his fake; and herein conſiſts the true ſpirit 
of. morality; for if love thinketh no evil, 
much leſs will it injure its neighbour. 


"ig He who believeth doth not make haſte— 8 
"oy Nor is this a haſty publication. The manu- 
| Afeript has lain by me theſe three years; 
| during which time, 1 have often ſeriouſly. 
1 read it over; and though my frames of mind 
at ſuch times have been various, yet I have 
always found, in the reading of it, a full 
conviction of its truth; my conſcience alſo 
always bearing me witneſs, that! it was writ» 


ten 
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ten with a ſingle eye, to the glory and ho- 
nour of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

But, as the love of Jeſus renders the mind 
exceedingly tender, I have hitherto delayed 
printing it, leſt, though ſome approved of it, 
other ſincere hearts might poſſibly feel an 

uneaſineſs, to. them unknown before; this 

I conſidered as a certain miſery to my (elf, 

as the unfeigned ſorrow of my fellow crea- 

ture is really my own. 

Therefore, nothing bot the conviction, 
that I ſeek not myſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
| Lord; and that my witneſs is on high, that 

1 had nothing in view in writing it, nor 

have II any thing in view in publiſhing it, 
but the glory of Divine Grace, as exhibited 
by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; and that I believe 
it to be really Spirit and Truth ; and that 
as ſuch, it may be uſeful in turning men 
from darkneſs to light, and from touching, 
taſting, and handling what periſhes with the 
uſing, to the incorruptible bread of life: 
theſe, I fay, with the judgment of my 
friends, are the only conſiderations which 
could poſſihly induce me to print on the ſub- 
ject of ordinances. 

If there be yet other objections to the 

doctrine contained in this treatiſe, than thoſe 


OS; which 
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viii) 


which I have already noticed, and anſwered, 


or at leaſt, have attempted to anſwer, I de- 


clare I know them not: therefore, let 
it not be imputed to a timid, or deceitful 


filence in me, that I have not noticed them; 
for I here promiſe, that when I do know 
them, as I feel my heart is not incorrigible, 
I will pay a ſerious and due attention to 
them. 


A 59 


1 


2 


One Baptiſm. Epe Iv. 5. 


HE Apoſtle to the Hebrews tk 
| of the doctrine of Baptiſms, as of 
many; but in the text before us, he 
emphatically mentions * One Baptiſm.” T 
„One Baptiſm, as only neceſſary; * One 
Baptiſm,” as comprehenſive of the many ; 
and as that wherein every other Baptiſm 
| hath had its final period. 
The Baptiſm mentioned in the text is, not 
only ſimply and invariably one, but the only 
one; and this is manifeſt, not only from the 
emphatic «© One Baptiſm,” but alſo from the 
articles wherewith it is clafſed ; One Lord, 
One Faith,” each of which, is in truth, un- 
changeably one, and excluding all others, 
What this one neceſſary Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm is, remains ſtill to be a matter of diſ- 
pute among men. There are a few indeed 
who believe the one Baptiſm to be ſpiritual, 
and that (relating to what hath been accom- 
pliſhed in Chriſt) it operates upon the mind 
and conſcience, through the faith of bim: 
but theſe ; are. but few. The mu'titude are 


B | on 


} 
'4 
"7 
' 
5 
* 


21 


on the other ſide of the queſtion, and believe, 


or pretend to believe, that it is external, and 


intends the Baptiſm of water onl yyy. 
To inveſtigate the truth of this One Bap- 


tiſm, and to hold it up to public view, is my 
preſent deſign: and as it is impoſſible, 1 in my 


judgment, for us to attain to truth in things of 


this nature, while we follow the lead of 
cuſtom, tradition, and human authorities, 


I purpoſe to ſet very lightly by theſe, and 


to confine myſelf to the ſcriptures, and to 


ſound reaſon; and this I promiſe to do, at 
leaſt, in truth and faithfulneſs ; not courting 
the favour of any man, nor dreading his 
frown. As I am well aware of the recep- 


- tion this attempt will meet with in the world 


from man's native ignorance of truth, and 
from his attachment to the works of his own 


hands, however external and conſiſting of 


bodily exerciſe, I ſhall feel no diſappoint- 


ment from that quarter. Thus anticipating 


their fury, but with a view to their inſtruc- 


tion and happineſs, and as a witneſs of the 
glory of Chriſt, I ſhall ceaſe from care and 


fear, and perſiſt in ſpeaking the words of 
truth and ſoberneſs. 


That Water-baptiſm was not an ordi- 


nance of our Lord's appointing, is manifeſt, 


from its being uſed by John Baptiſt, before 


our Saviour entred upon his office; and that 


it was not an ordinance of Moſes, or of the 


prophets, is as manifeſt, from its not being 
once mentioned M1 all their writings : - and 


yet, | 
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yet, ſomething ſimilar to Water-baptiſm 


ſeems to have been practiſed among the 


Jews, before the days of John Baptiſt. They 
are ſaid, to have enjoined the waſhing of 
water, as a neceſſary circumſtance towards 


making a complete proſelyte. 


It is not improbable, but that the Jews 
might have taken the cuſtom from the law 


of Moſes; where ablutions of that kind 


are commanded to the prieſts, and to ſuch 
who had the plague of leproſy; or, who 


had defiled themſelves by contact with any 


thing unclean. Hence the Jews, regarding 


the Gentiles as unclean, would not admit 
them as complete proſelytes. until they had 
been thus waſhed, or baptized. Accord- 
ingly, when John Baptiſt came baptizing with. 
water, the Jews were fo far from conſidering 
his practice as novel, or as an innovation, 
that they rather ſeemed as people accuſtomed 


to the uſage; and conſequently, in their 
various ranks and degrees, attended to be 


baptized of him, in Jordan. But I do not 
mean to inſinuate, that John Baptiſt took 


his miſſion and pattern from the Jewiſh cu- 


ſtom: nay, but John had a divine warrant 


for what he did, both reſpecting the ching. 
and the manner of it. 

Our Saviour bears an ' honourable teſti- 
many of John, where he ſays, Verily I 
fay unto you, among them that are, born of 
women, there hath not riſen a greater than 


John the Baptiſt. ” But except ſome other 


B 2 meaning 
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meaning be tolerated here, than what ap- 


pears upon the face of the letter, it will 
more than imply that Jeſus himſelf was not 


greater than John the Baptiſt, fince he alſo 
was born of a woman ; than which nothing 
can be more abſurd, or a more palpable con- 


tradition to the teſtimony of all the pro- 


phets and apoſtles concerning him. 

But our Lord's meaning in the propoſt- 
tion, 1s, as I conceive, to be underſtood as 
follows: Women, in the ſcriptures, are of- 
ten conſidered as a ſymbol of weakneſs; 


hence the prophet, © My people, children 


are their oppreſſors, and women rule over 


them.“ And in the above, they are em- 
blematical of the darkneſs and weakneſs of 
the Old Teſtament diſpenſation; and to 


be born of women, in the text, denotes a 


being under that diſpenſation; which diſ- 


penſation, under various adminiſtrations, 
extended from Adam to Chriſt. The king- 


dom of heaven, contraſted to this ſtate in the 


text, intends the Chriſtian diſpenſation; or, 


our Saviour muſt have (only) taught that 


the leaſt angelic power, was greater than 
John; fince all human beings, however 
glorified, (Adam and Eve excepted) were 
literally born of women. But it doth not 
appear to have been our Lord's deſign, to 
teach that angels were greater than John 


the Baptiſt ; but that the kingdom of heaven 
intends the goſpel ſtate, MD « that the being 
born of women ſignifies the law; which 


was 


ES:F 
| was weak, and had but the ſhadow of good 
things; and that the greateſt, under the lat- 
ter ſtate, was not equal to the leaſt under 
the former, in point of righteouſneſs, . 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thus the Old Poltament diſpenſation is 
repreſented as a ſtate of bondage and fear; 
whilſt the New Teſtament, or Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, is that of the ſpirit of adoption, 
where we cry Abba, Father. Again, the 
former is ſaid to contain but the pattern of 

heavenly things, but the latter contains the 
heavenly things themſelves : under the for- 
mer, they are ſaid to be born of women, 
alluding to their imperſect means of in- 
ſtruction, and to that ſcantineſs, in point of 
real happineſs, unto which they attained; 
under the latter, they are ſaid (i. e. — 
lievers) to be in the kingdom of heaven, 
where they are born of God. And in this 
latter, the leaſt, as born of God, is greater 
than the greateſt under the formers as born 
® of Women. 
. Thus, from Adam to Chriſt, there was 
Fo none greater than John the Baptiſt ; ; No, 
not Moſes, nor Elias, nor any one of the pro- 
phets. The greatneſs of the prophets and 
apoſtles is not eſtimated by creature-excel- 
lence, or by any advantage of perſon or ſta- 
tion, which one poſſeſſed above another, but 
this was always to be determined of by the 
Divine Preſence; he who had the greateſt 
meeaſure of the Spirit of Chriſt, and who was 
25 = 3 5 moſt 
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moſt peculiarly taught of him, was ever 


eſteemed of in the church as the greateſt ; in 


which ſenſe, none of thoſe who went before 
Him were greater than John the Baptiſt: 

For John came in the full ſpirit and power 
of Elias, and had alſo the additional honour 
of pointing out in perſon, t the Lamb of God, 
who took away the ſins of the world. But 
the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than John ; by which we are to underſtand, 
either Chriſtians in general, or rather (as 1 


conceive) the apoſtles, &c. in particular, 

the leaſt of whom had more of the Spirit of 

Chriſt, and was more immediately acquaint- 
ed with the glories of his perſon, and the 


nature of his kingdom, than John the Bap- 
tiſt was, Our Lord's deſign in ſupporting 


the dignity of the Baptiſt was to ſhew, that 


though his practice was not perfectly cor- 
reſpondent with that of Moſes, and of the 
prophets; yet that he, being inferior to 
none of them, might have an immediate and 
particular miſſion from God, and which was 
not limited to their rules; thereby account- 
ing for his ung Water- baptiſm, which they 
did N 

I have ſaid, that under the Old Teſtament 
there were various adminiſtrations; as from 


Adam to the floed; from the flood to Mo- 
' ſes; from Moſes to the 1 ; from the 


prophets to John the Baptiſt; and from 
john the Baptiſt to the accompliſhment of 


all things 1 in Chriſt, It 1s 2 that they 


mig 
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might be much more varied, but the above 
being ſufficient to anſwer my purpoſe, I de- 


cline attempting it. It may be obſerved 


that theſe, as the times of the Meſſiah drew 


nigher, continued to brighten upon the 


church, from one degree of brightneſs unto 
another. From Adam to the flood, they 
had the promiſe of the Meſſiah, the uſe of 
ſacrifices, &c; from the flood to Moſes, their 
ſprings of faith, and its directory to its ob- 


ject, received ſome additions, in ſundry pro- 
miſes and figures, and in the appearances of 


the divine preſence, with the inſtitution of 


circumciſion, the feaſt of the Paſchal Lamb, 
&c. all which were properly digeſted in 
Moſes' code, with many additions ſtill, all 
written by the finger of God. As an addi- 
tion to this, ſtill coming on to perfection, 
ſucceeded the prophets, with new inſtruc- 
tions, promiſes, &c. enforced by ſimilitudes 


not contained in the former; unto theſe ſuc- 
ceeded John the Baptiſt, as a prophet, yea, 
and more than a prophet, being the imme- 
diate forerunner of the Meſſiah, the meſſen- 
ger before his face to prepare "IR way ; and 


he, by the divine direction, added to all the 


former figures of Chriſt, and to the ſymbol 


of man's ſalvation and purity in him, the ar- 
ticle of Water- baptiſm; which, as an outward 


waſhing and cleanſing, was ſtill more figni- 
ficant of that promiſed purification of the 
people, now ſoop to be accompliſhed through 
the offering up of the Meſſiah. Upon which 
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i build the following propofitions ;—1. That 
Water-haptiſm was not practiſed, by divine 
authority, before John ;—2. That John the 


Baptiſm did practiſe it by divine authority ;— 


3. That it was temporary, and that John was 
apprized of this, and had the ſigns of its pe- 


riod given him ;—4. That it was an addi- 


tion to the ceremonial law, and a figure of 


Chriſt, and cannot in reaſon, nor ſpirit; ex- 


tend beyond the accompliſhmentof all things 
in Him. To prove the firſt, the ſilence of 
the ſcriptures is ſufficient. To prove the 
ſecond, we have not only our Lord's vindi- 
cation of John, as before recited, but we 
have allo the teſtimony of the Baptiſt him- 


ſelf, who ſays, « But he that ſent me to 


baptize with water, the ſame ſaid unto me, 
&c.” Here we learn, that he who diſtin- 
guiſhed to the Baptiſt's notice, the perſon of 


Jeſ us, was the ſame that ſent him to baptize 


with water; but as none but the Spirit of 


truth could glorify the one, ſo none but the 
fame Spirit could ferid him to adminiſter the 


other. The third propoſition, I conceive 
to be alſo proveable from the Baptiſt's own 
confeſſion, © And I knew him not: but he 
that ſent me to baptize with water, the 
ſame ſaid unto me, Upon whom thou ſhalt 
ſec the Spirit deſcending and remaining on 
him, the ſame is he which baptizeth with 
the Holy Ghoſt;” thoſe words contain at 
feaſt a tacit acknowledgment, that John, 
0 Neis ent to N with water, was 
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given to underſtand, that his miniſtry and 


Baptiſm ſhould be of no long continuance; 


for that the Lord's Meſſiah, or the kingdom 


of heaven was at hand ; who, as the ſpirit 


and ſubſtance of his miniſtry, and as the 
true adminiſtrator of ſpiritual Baptiſm, (of 
which his Baptiſm of water was only a fi- 
cure) ſhould totally ſuperſede and make void 
his commiſſion. Which commiſſion, i in its 
original intention, was only an introduction 
to our Lord's coming, a preparation of his 
way, and therefore ceaſing of courſe upon 
his being made manifeſt unto Iſrael. I ſay, 
it may be gathered from John's own confeſ- 


ſion, that he was apprized of this, upon his 


being ſent out to baptize with water; hence 
alſo his teſtimony concernipg Jeſus, He 
& muſt increaſe, but I muſt decreaſe.” Vea, 


and he had a certain infallible ſign given him 


withal, whereby he was not only to diſtin- 
uiſh the perſon who was to baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt, but alſo the date of that 
epoch ; © Upon whom thou ſhalt ſee the 
« Spirit deſcending and remaining on him, 
ce the ſame is he which baptizeth with the 


« Holy Ghoſt;” but this ſign did not ap- 
pear until Chriſt himſelf was baptized with 


water: as we read, © And Jeſus when he 
«« was baptized, went up ſtraightway out of 


ce the water: and lo, the heavens were open- 


te ed unto him, and he ſaw the Spirit of 
God deſcending like a dove, and lighting 
6 upon | him. The (put, and the mean- 
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ing of which, 1 ſhall have an occaſion to 
Freak of in another place. 

I have propoſed, that Water-baptiſm was 
an aggregate to the ceremonial law, and ty- 
pical of man's ſalvation in Chrift ; which is 
fynonimous with the Baptiſm of the Holy 
Ghoſt : and here it will be expected that [ 
Mould give my reaſons. 

Whatſoever is commanded in the ſcrip- 
tures belongs to the decalogue, or moral 
law, or to the ceremonial or typical law; 
or otherwiſe, to fome new law of command- 


ment, given by Chriſt, or his apoſtles. I 


have choſen to make thoſe diſtinctions, not 
that they all exiſt in my own ſentiment, 
but as they are the common received rules, 
by which men determine of the ſcripture 
precepts. | 
The whole of the moral law, as the eter- 
nal invariable rule of righteouſneſs, is con- 
tained in the Cid Teſtament ; but Water= 
baptiſm is not found in the Old Teſtament, 
therefore Water - baßptiſm i is no part of the 
motal law. Again, the decalogue or moral 
law, as written by the finger of God, was 
unalterable, permanent, and perfect in its 
extenſion and ci:cumſcription, and there- 
fore cannot admit of diminution; no, not 
from the confideration of any change of 
circuniſtance in man, to whom it was given ; 
neither can it admit of interpolations nor 
additions. Therefore, the New Teſtament 
eontains no mitigation of the moral law, 
2 nor 
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nor doth it contain any additions to it; but 
the New Teſtament is rather an elucidation 
and fulfilling of the law, gloriouſly magni- 
fying it, and making it honourable, Hence 
my argument—Water-baptiſm's being men- 
tioned or even commanded in the New 
Teſtament, as it is only mentioned or com- 
manded there, is ſo far from being a proof 
of its being contained in the decalogue or 
moral law, that it infallibly proves the con- 
trary. Again, if Water-baptiſm was im- 
plied in the moral law, then, without the 
conſideration of faith in Chriſt, it would be 
the duty of all men to ſubmit to it. But this 


is contrary to the ſcriptures, and to the ge- 


nerally-received ſenſe of things, and there- 


fore needs none other confutation. 


The moſt generally received ſenſe of 
Water-baptiſm is, that it is an ordinance of 
Chriſt, a new-teſtament or goſpel command, 
and independent of the law of Moſes. I have 
already thrown out a hint relative to this 
matter, but I ſhall now treat it more expli- 


citly: Water-baptiſm, as I have already 


ſhewn, was practiſed by John the Baptiſt, 
before the Lord Chriſt was manifeſt unto 


Ifxael; therefore, Water-baptiſm hath not 


its original from the doctrine nor practice of 
Chriſt; hence it cannot be an ordinance of 
Chriſt. To this it will be replied, that 
though Water-baptiſm be not originally an 
ordinance of Chriſt's inſtitution, yet he ap- 
5 proved 
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proved of it, adopted it, and commanded 
his diſciples to practiſe it. 

To this I anſwer The various uſages in 
the church until Chriſt, had doubtleſs their 
fignificancy, and were adapted to their par- 
ticular diſpenſations, nor could the faithful 
but approve of thoſe uſages: hence our Lord 


approved of Water-baptiſm as a ſigniſicant 


myſtery, and a practice ſuited to that diſ- 

enſation. But this proves not that he in- 
tended its continuance in the church, nor 
indeed that it ſhould continue Jonger than 


until the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt took 
place. That our Lord adopted the practice 


of Water- baptiſm, is ſo far from being 
plain, that I think the contrary appears ; 
this we are certain of, that Jeſus himſelf 
baptized none, and therefore it cannot be 


ſaid that he perſonally adopted the practice. 


It is true, that the diſciples of our Lord. 
Feſus Chriſt, - are not required to imitate 
him in all things, there being many parti- 
culars in his lite, and death, which were 
peculiar to himſelf ; yet I cannot but con- 


clude, that the practice of every goſpel mi- 


niſter, is ſo perfectly exhibited and circum- 
ſeribed in the example of the Holy Jeſus, 
that no man 1s left at liberty to practiſe inno- 
vations. But Jeſus himſelf baptized none, 


therefore no man, following his ſteps, can 


find from his example any authority to. uſe 


Water-baptiſm. Hence, the Apoſtle to the 
Gentiles ſays, that he was not ſent 
Fn 4 — 


ed his diſciples to 
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« to baptize, TO: to preach the goſpel; 10 
which is an intimation by the way, 2 
Water-baptiſm is no part of the goſpel ; 
the adminiſtration of Water- baptiſm would, 
in ſome ſenſe, be to preach the goſpel. 


It is confidently aſſerted, and generally 
taken for granted, that our Lord command- 
practiſe Water-baptiſm : 
I have carefully and candidly ſearched the 
four Evangeliſts, but cannot find this com- 
mandment; and indeed, it would be a thing 
not eafily accounted for, to find our Savicdr 
commanding them to practiſe actively, what 
himſelf never practiſed but paſſively. 

But J ſuppoſe the commandment gene- 
rally meant, is in that commiſſion which 
our Saviour after his reſurrection, gave to 
his diſciples; as follows, * Go ye there- 
« fore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
e jn the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” But lay- 


ing tradition aſide, it becomes queſtionable, 


whether Water-baptiſm be the Baptiſm 


meant in the commiſſion. To me, it ap- 
pears reaſonable to conclude the contrary, 


both from what I have already mentioned, 


I indeed baptize you with water :” 


and from what I have yet to ſay upon the 


ſubje&. John the Baptiſt hath very expli- 
citly ſhewn, that Water-baptiſm was a diſ- 
penſation committed to him i in particular ; 


that the diſpenſation committed to Chriſt, 
was the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt; « He 


2 e mall 


but 


[14] 

'& ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt 
ee and with fire.” Tt is ſurely impoſſible to 
read thoſe words, with an unprejudiced and 
candid mind, without perceiving that Wa- 
ter-baptiſm was a figure, and but a figure 
of ſpiritual Baptiſm; and that as ſuch, it 
was only to continue until the ſpiritual Bap- 
tiſm took place. And moreover, that as 
John Baptiſt was the deſpenſer of the figure, 
ſo was Jeſus Chriſt the ſole adminiſtrator of 
the ſubſtance. Theſe things conſidered, 
- the propoſition that our Lord ſent forth his 
diſciples to baptize with water, appears ar- 
bitrary, forced, and deformed ; not beau- 
tified with reaſon, nor intitled to the ſhadow 

-of pooprigtys tt 
Teaching and baptizing are inſeparably 
0 connected, in our Lord's commiſſion to his 
„ diſciples; and more than an implication con- 
. tained, that teaching and even believing, 
1 without Baptiſm, are inefficacious and uſe- 
23000 leſs. But of Water-baptiſm it cannot be 
. ſaid, that it is thus abſolutely neceſſary to 
the ſalvation and happineſs of mankind ; 
therefore the Baptiſm of water, is not the 
Baptiſm which our Saviour connected with 
teaching, in his commiſſion to his diſciples ; 
but a baptiſm, rather, without which man 
in the midſt of all his uprightneſſes would 
0 be yet impure, and though abounding in 
1 knowledge, would be ſtill unhappy. © 
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Again, if Water-baptiſm was the Baptiſm 
intended in our Lord's commiſſion to his 
apoſtles, 


| 


{ 15 } 


| apoſtles, then were all the apoſtles unto 


whom this commiſſion extended, under 2 
neceſſity of adminiſtring Water-baptiſm : 
but our Lord's commiſſion extended unto 
Paul, his call to the office of an apoſtle was 
immediately from Chriſt, and his commiſ- 
ſion as ample as that of the other apoſtles, 


none excepted : but Paul fays, © Chriſt 


« ſent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
« goſpel.“ Therefore Water-baptiſm was 
not the Baptiſm intended in our Lord's com- 
miſſion to his apoſtles. 
Again, the commiſſion above mentioned, 


was given by our Lord after his reſurrection, 


when he had exhibited undeniable proof of 


his having fulfilled all righteouſneſs: there- 
fore the Baptiſm contained therein, could 


not poſſibly be figurative, nor relate to any 
thing that was to have its period, but with 


the ; tn world. But it was manifeſtly 


deligned, as a perfect inyariable rule of a- 
poſtleſhip, not only to ſuch. who were already 
thus importantly imployed, but to all thoſe 
alſo who ſhould hereafter be dignified with 
the office. Paul was choſen to the office of 


an apoſtle, nor was he a whit behind the 


chiefeſt of them, and yet he declares that 
he was not ſent to 3 (i. e. with wa- 
ter) therefore the Baptiſm contained in our 
Lord's commiſſion to his apoſtles, was not 


Water- baptiſm, but ſomething more © divine 


and ſpiritual, 
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| Having thus contraſted Paul's teſtimony, | 


commiſſion to * apoſtles, I ſhall now in 
their harmony, endeavour to fix a criterion 
whereby to determine of the truth of this 


matter. I ſuppoſe the term Baptiſm, in the 


apoſtle Paul's declaration, to be of different 
import from the ſame term in our Lord's 


commiſſion to his diſciples; by the former 
is manifeſtly underſtood Water-baptiſm, 
which the apoſtle ſays, he was not ſent to 


practiſe ; and, in my judgment, by the latter 
is as manifeſtly intended ſpiritual Baptiſm, 
or that waſhing and purification of the con- 


ſcience to God, through the Blood of Jeſus ; 


which is ever attendant on the belief of the 


truth: now, if the apoſtles were originally 


ſent forth to baptize with the Spirit, as the 


fruit or conſequence of their preaching the 
pure goſpel, which they certainly were, then 
was their commiſhon the ſame with that of 
the apoſtle Paul; but where any of them 


miſtook the Baptiſm of the Spirit contained 
in their commiſſion, for the Baptiſm of wa- 
ter, the apoſtle Paul fill ſets us right, by 


declaring that it was not contained in his 


commiſſion ; therefore, we muſt neceſſarily 


reaſon that it was not contained in theirs. 


All the apoſtles were ſent to baptize with 


the Spirit, which they ſucceſsfully effected 


by the word of truth; they were all agreed 
as to ſpiritual Baptiſm, that they were ſent 
to adminiſter it by preaching the goſpel ; 
_— e 


to the generally- received ſenſe of our Lord's 


clear of his call. 


( 1 


but with reſpect to Water-baptiſm, they 


were not all ſatisfied of their being ſent to 
adminiſter it. Nay, the contrary is manifeſt, 
from him who ſays, that he was not ſent to 
baptize, &c. Therefore, the Baptiſm con- 


tained in their commiſſion was that about 


which they were all agreed, and to the ad- 
miniſtration of which, each of them was 
This proves that the apo- 
ſtles were ſent to baptize with the Spirit, and 


not with Water. 


To this it will be ob ectedG— That the 
apoſtle Paul had no eee to deny the 
practice and utility of Water- baptiſm, in 
ſaying that he was not ſent to baptize, &c. 
in thanking God that he baptized none but 
a few particulars, &c. but that his deſign 
was to check the ſpirit of party and faction, 


at that time beginning to lift up its head in 


the church of Corinth, and which had its 
riſe as follows: For the work of the mini- 
fry, for. the perfecting of the ſaints, for 
the edifying of the body of Chriſt, God was 
pleaſed to ſend ſome apoſtles, fome paſtors, 
ſome teachers, as Paul, Cephas, Apollos, 
cc. who (though they preached the ſame 


_ goſpel, and were under the influence of 


the ſame. Spirit) might yet in many reſpects 
be very differently gifted ;. with ſome, Paul's 

gifts and manner took moſt, whilſt - with 
others, thoſe of. Cephas, or of Apallos were 
Moſt taking. Thus, as they were different 

attach d, and — if they had anal 
3 C 


Water- 
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_ - Having thus contraſted Paul's teſtimony, 
to the generally-received ſenſe of our Lord's 
commiſſion to his apoſtles, I ſhall now in 
their harmony, endeavour to fix a criterion 
whereby to determine of the truth of this 
matter. I ſuppoſe the term Baptiſm, in the 
apoſtle Paul's declaration, to be of different 
import from the ſame term in our Lord's 
commiſſion to his diſciples; by the former 
is manifeſtly underſtood Water-baptiſm, 
which the apoſtle ſays, he was not ſent to 
practiſe ; and, in my judgment, by the latter 
is as manifeſtly intended ſpiritual Baptiſm, 
or that waſhing and purification of the con- 
ſcience to God, through the Blood of Jeſus ; 
which 1s ever attendant on the belief of the 
truth : now, if the apoſtles were originally 
ſent forth to baptize with the Spirit, as the 
fruit or conſequence of their preaching the 
pure goſpel, which they certainly were, then 
was their commiſſion the ſame with that of 
the apoſtle Paul; but where any of them 
miſtook the Baptiſm of the Spirit contained 
in their commiſſion, for the Baptiſm of wa- 
ter, the apoſtle Paul till ſets us right, by 
declaring that it was not contained in his 
commiſſion ; therefore, we muſt neceſſarily 
reaſon that it was not contained in theirs. 
All the apoſtles were ſent to baptize with 
the Spirit, which they ſucceſsfully effected 
by the word of truth; they were all agreed 
as to ſpiritual Baptiſm, that they were ſent 
to adminiſter it by preaching the goſpel; 
h e 
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„ but with reſpect to Water- baptiſm, they 
8 were not all ſatisfied of their being ſent to 
1 adminiſter it. Nay, the contrary is manifeſt, 
8 from him who ſays, that he was not ſent to 
bs baptize, &c. Therefore, the Baptiſm con- 
1 tained in their commiſſion was that about 
10 which they were all agreed, and to the ad- 


„ miniſtration of which, each of them was 


8 clear of his call. This proves that the apo- 
5 ſtles were ſent to baptize with the Spirit, and 
| 4 not with Water. Es 
To this it will be objected— That the 
- apoſtle Paul had no intention to deny the 
. practice and utility of Water-baptiſm, in 
4 ſaying that he was not ſent to baptize, &c. 
s . in thanking God that he baptized none but 


1 1 few particulars, &c. but that his deſign 
was to check the ſpirit of party and faction, 
at that time beginning to lift up its head in 
the church of Corinth, and which had its 
1 riſe as follows: For the work of the mini- 
try, for the perfecting of the ſaints, for 


— the edifying of the body of Chriſt, God was 
4 pleaſed to ſend ſome apoſtles, fome paſtors, 


„ ſome teachers, as Paul, Cephas, Apollos, 
5 Tc. who (though they preached the ſame. 
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10 goſpel, and were under the influence of | 
i the ſame Spirit) might yet in many reſpects 1 
k be very differently gifted ; with ſome, Paul's | 
tun gifts and manner took moſt, whilſt with I; 


others, thoſe of Cephas, or of Apallos were 
Moſt taking. Thus, as they were differently 
attach'd, and eſpecially if they had received . 
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Water-baptiſm by their hands, they cried 
out for Paul, or for Cephas, or Apollo to 
the excluſion of the other apoſtles. Vea, 

matters were carried ſo far among them, in 
the party way, that ſome pretended to be 
for Chriſt, as though he was divided againſt 
himſelf. And . it be very probable, 
that (by much) the greater part were for 
Paul, as the perſon who had firſt preached 
the goſpel among them, yet it recommended 
not their proceedings to this apoſtle, who, to 
convince them of their error, reaſons with 
them as follows; * Is Chriſt divided? Was 
% Paul crucified for you? Or were ye bap- 
te tized in the name of Paul? I thank God, 
« that I baptized none of you but Criſpus 

e and Gaius, left any ſhould ſay that I had 
A baptized in mine own name: and I bap- 

« tized alſo the houſhold of Stephanas : 
« beſides I know not whether I baptized 
* any other. For Chrift ſent me not to bap- 
« tize, but to preach. the goſpel.” Here 
(ſay ſome) the apoſtle's words are ſo far 
from containing a denial of Water-baptiſm, 
that they, rather intend an excuſe for his 
conduct in not practiſing it; as is evident 
from his ſaying, © Leſt any ſhould: ay chat 
I had baptized in mine own name. 

To this I reply, had the apoſtle judged it 
prudent to deſiſt from practiſing ſuch parti- 
culars of his office, as either gave offence to 
mankind, or an occaſion to enmity, diviſions, 
auc faction to tho profeiigrs of Jeſus, he 


would 
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would have defiſted not only from baptizing, 


but from preaching the goſpel alſo; fince 
(without controverſy) wherever it proved a 
favour of death, as it did to fome, it always 
produced the above effects: but © Woe be 
« to me (ſaith he) if I preach not the goſ- 
« el.. Wherefore ? Becauſe Chriſt ſent 
him to . preach it. And had he been ſent 
to baptize with water, the ſame woe would 
have been to him upon his declining that 
alſo; nor could he then have ſaid, I thank 
God I baptized none of you. 

Again—Had it been the apoſtle's duty td :- 


| have uſed Water-baptiſm, he ought to have 5 
adminiſtered it at all events, nor is it to be 
_ doubted but he would have done fo. If the 


ordinance be divine, mens abuſe of it is no 
reaſonable plea for miniſters neglect of it: 
nay, it ſhould rather ſtir them up to a more 


* diligent and conſcientious exerciſe of them 


ſelves in ſuch matters. | 

Is it enough, is it reaſonable to fay, I will. 
not do my duty, leſt it be miſrepreſented ? 
Nay, though God our Saviour hath com- 
manded has Water-baptiſm ſhould be ob- 
ſerved, as an ordinance in the church for 
ever, yet I will not adminiſter it, leſt it 


|  thould be ſaid that J did it in mine own 


name? Can any man ſuppoſe ſuch reaſoning 
as this worthy of an apoſtle? Or will any 


man preſumptuoutly impute ſuch palpable 
chicanery to that Spirit, who is infinite in 


| | dem and ſimplicity ? God forbid! rather 
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let the voice of waits be heard, though it be 


to the condemnation of our moſt darling 


| . 


But yet, ſomething of this nature muſt 
neceſſarily be ſuppoſed, from the apoſtle's 


ſaying as recited above, by all ſuch who af- 
firm that Water-baptiſm is adivine ordinance, 
to be obſerved in the church for ever; orl ſee 
not that they have any pretenſion, or even the 
' ſhadow of a pretenſion, to a conformity in 
their ſentiments to the apoſtle's declaration. 
To diſpenſe with the commandments of 


God, for fear of conſequences, would be not 
only to impeach the divine economy, but 


alſo to aſcribe ſuperior wiſdom, foreknow- 
ledge, purity, and prudence to the crea» 
ture ; than which nothing can be more ab- 


ſurd and blaſphemous. But yet, ſome man 


will poflibly aſk me, Did not the apoſtle 
mean to excuſe his conduct, in receding 


from the adminiſtration of Water-baptiſm, 


where he ſays, «* Leſt any ſhould fay that I 
« had baptized in mine own name?” To 
which I anſwer—The apoſtle's conduct in 
the above was free from error, and there- 
fore he could mean nothing leſs than an ex- 
tenuation of his conduct in the words: he 
did not only know that it was not his duty to 
baptize with water, but he alſo knew that it 
would be contrary to his commiſſion, (if not 
to the truth itſelf) for him to practiſe Wa- 


ter- baptiſm: hence he ſays, * [ thank God 


« that I baptized none op you, &c, I can 
callly 


#5 ** 
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eaſily conceive the reaſon, and even the ex- 


pediency of giving God thanks, for my having 


eſcaped error, in judgment or practice: but 


the propriety of giving God thanks for what 


I have done amiſs, or even for my leaving 
undone the things which I ought to have 


done, is totally inconceivable to me; and 
therefore, it is impoſſible for me to impute 


that to an apoſtle, which in myſelf would 
be fo unreaſonable, and ſenſeleſs. 


The apoſtle's giving God thanks that he 
baptized, none, &c. is ſo far from ſuppoſing. 


that it was right for him to baptize, that it 
| ſuppoſes quite the contrary; he was con- 
vinced that it would have been wrong in 
him to have adminiſtered it ; he knew that 
Water-baptiſm teem'd with creature-righte- 
ouſneſs, faction, and party in the church; 

but that it anſwered no one valuable purpoſe 
to counter- balance theſe: and therefore, he 


could with much propriety, thank God that 
he had practiſed it but little; nor was it 


oſſible that his conduct in receding from 
the practice of it, ſhould need an excuſe. 

It may indeed be ſuppoſed, that the 
Chriſtians of that day, ignorant of the de- 
ſign of Water- baptiſm, not knowing unto 


3 — of it tended, nor yet diſtinguiſhing where 
tit had received its accompliſhment, | were 


very tenacious of it, as they were of circum- 
ciſion, and of other typical matters; and 


therefore, that they were not a little alarm- 


ed, when they perceived him, who to the 
* Gentiles 
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Gentiles was the firſt and principal apoſtle, 


to decline the adminiſtration of it, This 
might render it needful in ſome degree, for 
him to give them a reaſon of his conduct; 


which he does, by declaring that Chriſt had 


not ſent him to baptize, thereby indicating 


that it was not neglect of duty, novelty, or 


a deſire of being ſingular, that occaſioned his 
giving up Water-baptiſm, but his know- 
ledge of his commiſſion, he was not ſent to 
baptize with water. And, that though tra- 


dition, the general voice, and even his own 


popularity required that he ſhould baptize 
with water, yet he would not go beyond his 
commiſſion, he would not practiſe what he 


was not called unto, upon any conlideration 


Whatever; © Chriſt ſent me not to baptize, 
* (faith he) but to preach the goſpel.” Here 
we learn, that the true goſpel miniſter knows 
what he is called to practiſe, and what not to 

ractiſe; and that all who are called to 
preach the goſpel, are not called to baptize 
with water. But theſe are things that our 
modern preachers, and teachers, give them- 
ſelves little trouble about : there are but few 
of them who can prove that they are ſent 
of Chriſt at all. But where, from felfiſh 
purpoſes, or from the heat of imagination, 
they perſuade. themſelves they are ſent, they 


make no inquiry as to the particulars of 


their commiſſion, but take it for granted, 
that being preachers, or teachers, they have 
7 to adminiſter Water-baptiſm, the 
Po | Lord's- 
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Lord s- ſup er, with other ſuppoſed peculi- 
arities of the office. Thus it is very difficult 


to find one among them, who does not ſup- 

oſe his commiſſion to be much more en- 
gel, than that of the great apoſtle to the 
Gentiles; he was ſent only to preach the 


goſpel, and not to baptize; but they, almoſt 


to a man, ſuppoſe themſelves ſent to perform 


all things, 


I am aware that this 1 is generally imputed 


to enthuſiaſm, and I believe it may be the caſe 
with many at the firſt, but I have long ob- 


ſerved that enthuſiaſm is but ſhort-lived ; 
the human ſyſtem cannot poffible admit of 


its long reign : reproveable enthuſiaſm con- 


fiſts in miſtaking the paſſions, a heated ima- 


gination, &c. for divine inſpiration; under 


ſuch a deception, men are fo full of them- 
ſelves (while they think they are filled with 


the Spirit) that they never permit a doubt 


of their own knowledge, wiſdom, faith, 


and holineſs; in their own conceit, their 


abilities are equal to the moſt difficult un- 


dertakings; their zeal is hot and full of te- 
merity; in doing, and ſuffering, their for- 


titude is often amazing, and they think they 


have nothing in view but the glory of God, 
and the good of mankind. It is eaſy to con- 
ceive, that men thus tinctured think them- 


felves the particular favourites of heaven, 
and that their commiſſion is equal, if not 


more than equal, to the apoſtles. 


This occafions their pretenſions to infalli- 
C4 5 yy: 


Rh [ 24 ] 
bility, in preaching what they. call the goſ- 
pel; theſe towering imaginations are they 
that occaſion their ruſhing into the admini- 
ſtrat on of what they call the Goſpel-ordi- 
nances, without once inquiring, whether 
Chriſt hath ſent them to adminiſter them, 
or not: without their practiſing theſe things 
they think their office would be defective in 
dignity, and poſſibly they may judge them 
neceſſary to ſalvation; and therefore, they 
are generally very earneſt upon this head, 
But, by degrees, the ſimplicity, ſincerity and 
zeal, which ſeemingly influenced their ſpi- 
rits at the firſt, dwindle and degenerate into 
more ſelfiſh motives ; until ſelf- importance, 
and the love of profit, ſwallow up all. Then 
the adminiſtration of ordinances is neceſſary 
to complete the miniſterial character ; ordi- 
nances are then judged neceſſary to gather 
congregations, and when the congregation _ 
is gathered, ordinances are deemed a proper 
cement to hold it together; ordinances are 
made uſe of to ſerve worldly purpoſes; in 
brief, ordinances are uſed as if our Saviour's 
kingdom was of this world, in manifeſt con- 
tradition to his own ſacred teſtimony. 
Before the apoſtle made his declaration 

as above, our Lord's diſciples had fo practiſed 
Water- baptiſm, that it was conſidered as part 
of their office, and it was taken for granted, 
that all the apoſtles were ſent to baptize, as 
well as to teach ; and therefore, there my 
have been fo..e eſpecial reaſon for Paul's 


bein g 


( 25 ] 
being ſent to preach only, and not to bap- 
tize. To me it appears, that the apoſtle 
viewed Water-baptiſm, as having in its ori- 
inal a reference to what was to be accom- 


pliſhed in the perſon of Chriſt, thro his ſa- 


crifice; and therefore, that he, bleſſed with 
this view of things, knew that he was not 
ſent to baptize, but to preach the goſpel. 


To elucidate this propoſition, I would yet 


propoſe, that the apoſtle Paul, at his being firſt 
ſent out to preach, did not know that he 
was not ſent to baptize; but as he grew in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, he was able to diſtin- 


guiſh as above, and conſequently was con- 


vinced that he was not ſent to baptize. To 


prove the firſt, I would obſerve, that for a 
time after his being ſent out to preach, he 
uſed the Baptiſm of water as the others did, 


for by his own confeſſion he baptized ſome; 


which we cannot hy ee he would .have 
done, had he then known that it was not 
included in his commiffion: therefore, the 


_ apoſtle did not at firſt know that he was not 


ſent to baptize. The ſecond is clearly 
proveable from his own teſtimony, where, in 
a period future to that of his practiſing Wa- 
ter-baptiſm, he poſitively ſays, that he was 
not ſent to baptize ; 10 hal this was a 
point that the apoſtle was convinced of in 
proceſs of time, as he knew more perfectly 
the myſtery and mind of Chriſt. Hence, we 
may account for his baptizing ſame at the 
ant | fir ſt, | 


3 [ 26 ] | 
firſt, and for his receding from the practice 
afterwards, and declaring that he was not 
J 


A miniſter of truth (though aſſured of his 


call, and that Chriſt hath ſent him to preach 
the goſpel) may, not being cloſely attentive 


to the particulars of his call, praQtife for a 


feaſon, ſuch things as are commonly thought 


to belong to ſuch an office, though thefe 
things are abrogated in Chrift, and have now 
none other importance than what tradition or 


cuftom gives them. But here their miniſtry is 
always fpiritiefs, and without that favour to 
themſelves, which attends their practice in 


what they are poſitively called to; and from 


their own feelings, from the abſence of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in his witneſs and unction, as nei- 
ther bearing witneſs to theſe things, nor ren- 
dering them unctious in their uſe, they may be 
aſſured, that they are now of no real import- 
ance. And tho', during this period, miniſters 
may not be able to render an explicit reaſon 
 wherefore ſuch practices ſhould ceaſe, by 
 fhewing the original end or deſign of them 
to have been fully anfwered, yet may their 
minds be free from doubtfulnefs in this mat- 
ter: for tho they may not be able, diſtinctly 
and clearly, to aſſign the reaſon or cauſe of the 
death, yet from the ſpirit's being fled, they 


may be perfectly aſſured of the body's being 3 


dead. 5 1 a8 thy 
In things of this nature, a minifter of the 
_ goſpel cannot a& with zeal and fpirit; he 
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that I baptized: none of 
and Gaius, left any thould fay that I had 


fo high 


Tz] 
may poſſibly from cuſtom, form, or infr⸗ 
mity, drag heavily on in the uſe of theſe 


things for a ſeaſon, calling 
hame of things indifferent, &c. becauſe he 
thinks they merit no name of more impor- 
tanee: but theſe are things that he will not 
admin iſter at all events, particularly where 


they are abuſed, and made to claſh with what 


he is poſitively ſent to adminiſter ; nay, he 


will then totally ceaſe from them, and ſay, 
1 thank God, I never was forward in the 


uſe of them ; I have exerciſed myſelf. but 


very little in them, leſt any ſhould fay that 


1 hap tized, &c. in mine own name. 
eſe may ſerve to illuſtrate the meaniny 
of the apoſtle in the words, .I thank God, 


6 baptized in mine own name, which in 


my judgment, is equal to his ſay ying, Now I 


know and declare, that Chriſt did not ſend 


me to baptize with water; but before 1 
knew this, or had made any fuch declaration, 
and conſequently uſed Water-baptiſm occa- 


ys 1 uſed it ſparingly, I only baptized 


fionall 


Criſpus and Gaius, and the houſhold of Ste- 
phanas, left any ſhould fay that I baptized 


in mine own name; for a 


gainſt ſuch an evil, 


of the bleſſed Jeſus, as is that of being 
thought to baptize in mine own name, there 
remained no remedy equal to that of totally 

renouncing! the praftice that occafioned tt : 


and 


them by the 


you but Criſpus 


ly derogatory to the name and bonour 
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and this I could do the more eaſily, becauſe 
I ſaw no honour to Chriſt, no good, no ad- 
vantage to mankind, could poſſibly be pro- 
poſed from the uſe of Water-baptiſm, as a 


counter-balance to the evil occaſioned there- 


by; and therefore, I thank God, that I 


baptized none of you: it is to me now a de- 


lightful reflection, that I uſed it fo ſparingly, 
that I abſtained from the adminiſtration of 


it ſo much as I did.” Thus, in my judg- 


ment, it may fairly be gathered from the 
teſtimony of this apoſtle, that Water-bap- 


tiſm was not the Baptiſm intended in the 
commiſſion which our Lord gave to his diſ- 
ciples, after his reſurrection from the dead; 
but that the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt was 
what was there intended: © Go ye, there- 
es fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 


t in the name of the Father, and of the 


Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” Our Sa- 
viour, in theſe words, did indeed command 


his apoſtles to teach all nations; to teach 


them, I ſuppoſe, the things concerning him 
ſelf, as the things that belonged to their 


peace; but Baptizing is here ſpoken of as a 


neceſſary conſequence, or fruit of the divine 


teaching, as what was to be effected by 


means of ſuch teaching. The apoſtle to the 
Epheſians ſays, that « Chriſt loved the 


« church, and gave himſelf for it : that he 
« might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the 
« waſhing of water by the word.” The 
waſhing of water here, by-which the church 

is 
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is ſanctified and cleanſed, and which is by 


the Word, muſt, in my judgment, moſt cer- 


tainly denote the purification of the 'mind, 


and conſcience, from the filth and guilt of 
ſin, which is by the Word of Truth's being 
preached, and believed on; this is figura- 


tively called the waſhing of water, from the 


well-known property of that element to 
cleanſe and purify. Thus, the Baptiſm in- 


| tended in our Lord's commiſſion, is the ſame 


with what is here called the waſhing of wa- 
ter by the Word ; and which from reaſon, 


and ſpirit, cannot poſſibly be conceived to 


be external. Briefly, our Lord's commiſſion 


to his apoſtles, contains Teaching as the 
cauſe, and Baptiſm as the effect. The for- 

mer they are commanded to do, the latter is 
ſhewn to be dependent thereon, promiſed 


thereto, and joined to it, by Infinite Wiſdom 


and Goodnels, as the effect to the cauſe. 


Having ſhewn that Water-baptiſm is not 
expreſsly commanded in the decalogue, and 


that it 1s not a law-commandment, nor an 
ordinance' of our Saviour's; it remains for 
me'to ſhew what law, diſpenſation, or pe- 


riod, it did belong to, with its reaſon and 
uſe. And here I would propoſe, that Wa- 


ter-baptiſm was an appendix to the ceremo- 
nial law, and that it bare a ſtrong figurative 
reſemblance to the ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 
What I have here, conforming to cuſtom, 


called the ceremonial law, the apoſtle 


fomewhere calls the law of command- 
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and this I could do the more eaſily, becauſe 
I faw no honour to Chriſt, no good, no ad- 
vantage to mankind, could poſſibly be pro- 


poſed from the uſe of Water- baptiſm, as a 


counter- balance to the evil occaſioned there- 


by; and therefore, I thank God, that I 


baptized none of you : it is to me now a de- 


lightful reflection, that I uſed it fo ſparingly, 
that I abſtained from the adminiſtration of 


it ſo much as I did.” Thus, in my judg- 


ment, it may fairly be gathered from the 
teſtimony of this apoſtle, that Water- bap- 
tiſm was not the Baptiſm intended in the 


commiſſion which our Lord gave to his diſ- 
ciples, after his reſurrection from the dead; 


but that the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt was 
what was there intended: * Go ye, there- 


es fore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 


« in the name of the Father, and of the 
« Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt.” Our Sa- 


viour, in theſe words, did indeed command 


his apoſtles to teach all nations; to teach 


them, I ſuppoſe, the things concerning him 


ſelf, as the things that belonged to their 
peace; but Baptizing is here ſpoken of as a 
neceſſary conſequence, or fruit of the divine 
teaching, as what was to be effected by 


means of ſuch teaching. The apoſtle to the 


Epheſians ſays, that Chriſt loved the 
« church, and gave himſelf for it : that he 


« might ſanctify and cleanſe it with the =» 


« waſhing of water by the word.” The 


waſhing of water here, by which the church 
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is ſanctified and cleanſed, and which is by 


the Word, muſt, in my judgment, moſt cer- 
tainly denote the purification of the 'mind, 


and conſcience, from the filth and guilt of 


fin, which is by the Word of Truth's being 


preached, and believed on; this is figura- 


tively called the waſhing of water, from the 


well-known property' of that element to 
cleanſe and purify. Thus, the Baptiſm i in- 


tended in our Lord's commiſſion, is the ſame 


with what is here called the waſhing of wa- 
ter by the Word; and which from reaſon, 
and ſpirit, cannot poſſibly be conceived to 


to his apoſtles, contains Teaching as the 


cauſe, and Baptiſm as the effect. The for- 
mer they are commanded to do, the latter is 
ſhewn to be dependent thereon, promiſed 
thereto, and joined to it, by Infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodnets, as the effect to the cauſe. 

_ Having ſhewn that Water-baptiſm is not 
expreſsly commanded in the decalogue, and 
that it is not a law-commandment, nor an 
_ ordinance of our Saviour's; it remains for 


me to ſhew what law, diſpenſation, or pe- 
riod, it did belong to, with its reaſon and 
uſe. And here I would propoſe, that Wa- 
ter-baptiſm was an appendix to the ceremo- 


nial law, and that it bare a ſtrong figurative 
reſemblance to the ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt. 


What I have here, conforming to cuſtom, 


called the ceremonial law, the apoſtle 
fomewhere calls the law of command» 
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ments contained in ordinances ;” and 
which, he ſays, Chriſt aboliſhed in "#2 fleſh, 
as the johns 4 of the enmity that ſubſiſted 


between Jew and Gentile. This law of 


commaridments contained . in ordinances, 
may be thus diſtinguiſhed, from the deca- 
logue, or moral law.—That, as a tranſcript 
of the divine nature, is conſidered as the 


perfect rule of righteouſneſs, the infallible 


ſtandard, whereby to determine of good or 
evil, and the only balance of Kal., recti- 


tude ; but this, as a rule of worſhip,. and a 


directory to the faith of the worſhipper, ac- 
cording to the covenant of promiſe. That 


entered, that the offence might abound; it 
was given for the knowledge of fin, and that 
the whole world might ſtand guilty before 


God: but this was ordained to manifeſt the 


method of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, accord- 


ing to the divine purpoſe, revealed in the 


original promiſe. That was extended, and 


circumſcribed, in perfection from the firſt, 
ſo as neither to admit of any new command» 
ment being added to it, nor of one jot or 


tittle thereof being taken away: but this, 
as I have already hinted, was capable of 


augmentation, and under each diſpenſation, 
from Adam to Chriſt, as times and exigenr 
cies required, it was {till increaſed and im 
proved. * laſt ceremonial diſpenſation, 
was that of John the Baptiſt; which, 


the- — — things in him, 


Was 
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was enriched with a ſymbol of ſalvation, not 


practiſed nor known under any former diſs 
penſation: this was Water-baptiſm, which 


the Holy Ghoſt ſent John to adminiſter, as 


the meſſenger before the Saviour's face; 
who, whilſt he proclaimed the approach of 


the Meſſiah's kingdom, was to exhibit the 


nature and Propereny” thereof under that 
. 


the Baptiſt, may be confidered as Cl iſting 


of three particulars : I. The requiſite in the 2 


ſubjects thereof; II. The matter; and III. 
The manner thereof. The requiſite was re- 


pentance, which conſiſted in, iſt, confeſſion. 


of ſins, 2dly, a forſaking of them, and zdly, 
newneſs of life. The material of this Bap- 
tiſm was water, and which, as a fimilitude 
uſed in holy writ, hath various ſenſes aſſigned 
it; ſometimes it is uſed as a metaphor of 


the deepeſt ſufferings, ſorrows, and diftreſs: 


thus the 'Pſalmiſt, Save me, O God, for the 
© waters are come in unto my ſoul.” And 
again, All thy waves and thy billows are 
gone over me.” And, in ſundry other paſ- 
fages of ſcripture, it is put for troubles and 


afflictions. So doth it alſo certainly denote 


the means of cleanſing, purifying, and refreſh- 


ing. Hence; the promiſes to waſh them 


with clean water, &c. and the invitations 1 in 
the Old and New Teſtament, to- corye unto 


Chriſt and drink. The manner, form - or 
mode of John's Baptiſin, was: to immerſe. 


* —_ - l and 


The Baptiſm of wines; as practiſed by John | 


1 
and overwhelm the baptized in the water: 
this is ſufficiently manifeſt, from his making 
choice of ſuch places to perform his baptiſm 
where there was much water; and from the 
accounts we have of their going down into 
the water, coming up out of it, æc. 
From the above remarks, I propoſe to 
ſhew, that John's Baptiſm was, as a figure, 
both propitiatory and purifying : that it was 
propitiatory, appears from the confeſſion of 
ſin, which the candidates for this Baptiſm 
were required to make at their being bap- 
tized; as we read, Then went out to him 


« Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and all the re- 


gion round about Jordan, and were bap- 
« tized of John in Jordan, confeſſing their 


« fins.” So, in the caſe of the ſin- offering, 


and of the ſcape-goat, both which were ex- 
piatory, it was required that the ſin of the 
people ſhould be confeſſed over them; 
which intended a transfering of fin from the 


people to the ſacrifice, in that to be chaſtiſed 


and cancel'd. But to. cancel, or blot out 


the ſin of the people by adequate chaſtiſe- 


ment, is in the ſcriptures term'd a waſhing, 
a being waſhed, &c. which is of equal im- 
port with the term Baptiſm, 77 


Again— The waſhing of water in John's 


Baptiſm implied, in a figure, the putting 
away of fin; and that the Baptiſt himſelf 
thought ſo, is manifeſt enough, according to 
my judgment, from his ſpeech to our Saviour 
upon that occaſion; then cometh Jeſus 
from Galilee to Jordan, unto John to be 

* baptized 


4 3 


te baptized of him. But John forbad him, 


te ſaying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
and comeſt thou to me?” Here it is plain, 
that John ſaw no propriety in Chriſt's ſub- 
mitting to his Baptiſm; and wherefore, but 


becauſe he conceived of Chriſt, as of a per- 


ſon perfect in innocence and holineſs? There- 
fore John looked upon his Baptiſm to be a 


figurative purgation of ſin, and that it had 
no ſignification but to finners. Again, that 
the waſhing of water, in John's Baptiſm, 


implied a cleanſing from ſin by a legal cha- 
ſtiſement, may alſo be gathered from its ſi- 


nonymals in the ſcriptures : to be in the wa- 
ter, in the deep waters, to have the waves 
and billows thereof paſs over us, &c. are fi- 


gures uſed in holy writ, for ſuch troubles, 
afflictions, and diſtreſſes as denote chaſtiſe- 
ment for ſin, as I have hinted above. Thus 
the Baptiſm of John was, in my judgment, 
a figure of the ſufferings of Jeſus, and of the 
expntion of in thereby, 

Hence the comers thereunto were obliged 
to confeſs their ſins, as over the fin-offering, 
&c. ſignifying that their fin, thus confeſſed, 
was transfer'd, from the ſinner's perſon, to 
the perſon and facrifice of Chriſt, as repre- 
ſented by theſe; for which purpoſe, contact 
was as neceſſary as confeſſion; nor would 
confeſſion, without contact, haveavailed them 


any thing at all: thus it was neceſſary for 


them to lay their hand upon the head of the 
ſacrifice; ſo alſo in Baptiſm, it was equally 
D neceſſary 
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34 
neceſſary for them to go into the water; and 
it may be ſuppoſed, that they did not make 
their confeſſion until they were in the wa- 
ter; it was alſo needful, that they ſhould go 
drwn into the water, in ſuch fort as to cover 
the whole ſurface of the body, that the whole 
man might in this figure be united to the pu- 
niſhment and propitiation. It is faid of John's 
Baptiſm, that it was the Baptiſm of repen- 
| tance, and that he baptized with water unto 
repentance : but I cannot think, that by re- 
pentance Here is intended the ſorrows, con- 
tritions, and repentances, which his diſci- 
ples might expreſs at their baptiſm ; becauſe 
thoſe who were only baptized with his Bap- 
tiſm received not the Holy Ghoft ; they 
knew not Chriſt, and conſequently their re- 

pentance was not of faith; and what is not 
of faith is fin. Again, their repentancein ſuch 
a ſtate, could not  poſlibly extend farther than 
to the putting away of the filth of the fleſh, 
or to a meer reform of conduct; they were 
| incapable of bringing forth fruits, meet for 
ſuch a repentance as God required for ſin; 
nor indeed are any of our humiliations equal 
to ſuch a repentance. But that repentance 
which is not to be repented of, that repen- 
tance which is equal in its merit to the de- 
merit of ſin, and without which we muſt 
all have periſhed, conſiſted in thoſe ſtrong 
cries and tears, wherewith the Saviour called 
upon God in the days of his fleſh, and was 
heard in that he feared : this repentance 
Unto 


: 1351 


Unto Life conſiſted in thoſe unknown for- 
rows that overwhelmed his righteous ſoul, 
when it was ſorrowful even unto the death; 


in thoſe wounds and diſtreſſes of ſpirit, which 


beſides . himſelf none could poſſibly bear: 


all which was more than equal to the hell, 


the death, and puniſhment which ſin de- 
ſerved, and wherewith the iniquities of man- 
kind had been threatned. This repentance, 


in figure, was held forth in John's Baptiſm ; 


this was that whereunto they were baptized, 


where it is ſaid that they were baptized with 


water unto repentance, though the comers 

thereunto were not yet made perfect, per- 

taining to the conſcience; That being reſer- 

ved for another diſpenſation, when Jeſus, 

exalted as a Prince and as a Saviour, ſhould 
ive repentance and remiſſion of ſins unto 
Ifrael. | 


It is confeſs'd, by even the warmett. ad- 


vocates for Water-baptiſm, that it was in 
the hands of the Baptiſt an outward and vi- 


fible ſign of inward ſpiritual purity : to this 
IT alfo afſent, and explain it in the following 
manner. John's Baptiſm, reſpecting both 


the neceſſary confeſſion and reformation in 
the baptized, and alſo the waſhing of their 
bodies with water, was typical of ſpiritual 
purity ; which purity, was to be effected in 
Chriſt, legally and phyſically, by his for- 
rows, ſacrifice, and death; both which 
were manifeſt at his reſurrection from the 


dead: there he gave proof of his having 
— — 2 ſuſtained 
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ſuſtained the adequate chaſtiſement, by 
which he had legally purified mankind; 
and there, in his own holy and purified perſon, 
he exhibited them as naturally and perſon- 
ally purified from all fin and iniquity. Theſe 
things being firſt true in him, are alſo true 
In every faithful worſhipper, who being 
once purged, hath no more conſcience of 
ſin, and which an apoſtle deſcribes as fol- 
lows; © Unto the like figure whereunto 
% Baptiſm now ſaves us, not the putting 
« away of the filth of the fleſh, but the 
c anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, 
by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
Here, by putting away the filth of the 
fleſh, we mult either underſtand the putting, 
away of bodily fiith, by the waſhing of wa- 
ter, or otherwiſe the filth of the former 
converſation, put away by contrition and a 
reformed conduct; nor can the moſt ſanguine 
and bigotted to ordinances propoſe any 
thing beyond this, from their uſe of Wa- 
ter-baptiſm now. But the Baptiſm ſpoken 
of by the apoſtle above, doth not conſiſt in 
the putting away of the filth of the fleſh; 
it is the Baptiſm of ſalvation which he 
ſpeaks of, nor does that depend on any ex- 
ternal purification of the body, nor reforma- 
tion of conduct, nay, nor yet upon any in- 
ward change in man; but the true Chi iſtian 
Baptiſm here ſpoken of, and which relates 
to the purity, peace, and joy of each indi= * 
vidual worſhipper, conſiſts ſimply, and at 
Al 


BS + 
all times, and in every condition of life, in 
the anſwer of a good conſcience towards 
God, by the reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 
A good conſcience certainly implies a con- 
ſcience free from filthineſs, guilt, and fear; 
a conſcience perfect in righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs, and which is only attainable through 
the perfect work of Chriſt, as manifeſt by his 
ram T2 „„ 
The Lord, the Redeemer, and Saviour 
of mankind having, from kindred, relation, 
and union to the people, the right and of- 
fice of redemption inveſted in him, under- 
took, on behalf of the people, to do the will 
of God, which will was their ſanctification: 


1 18 baptize, waſh, purify, or to ſave them 


from all their ſins, was his errand into this 
world; in order to which, he took on him 
their nature, perſons, and condition, and 
was conſidered in all reſpects as the people: 
hence, through his obedience, ſufferings, 
death, and purification, he legally, ſpiritu- 
ally, and graciouſly effected what he under- 
took. But, as the proof of this reſts upon 
his reſurrection, as his reſurrection is our aſ- 
ſurance of his having ſucceeded in his under- 
takings, the anſwer of the good conſcience 
is particularly aſcribed to that. And the ſame 
apoſtle propoſes, that this Baptiſm, as the 
ſubſtance, anſwers to Noah's flood as the 
figure; the latter was the purification of the 
world, through the puniſhment of their ini- 


* quitjes: the ſalvation of Noah and his fa- 
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mily by water denotes, that what was the 


means of deſtruction to the world, was the 


means of ſalvation to them. The eight per- 


ſons mentioned in the text, as partakers of 


this ſalvation, were a figure of the whole 
church; and the world, deſtroyed by the 


flood, were figurative of the fins, and ſin- 
ner character of the church; the chaſtiſe- 


ment and deſtruction of the latter, being the 
ſalvation and purity of the former: accord- 
ing to which figure, the true Chriſtian Bap- 


tiſm now ſaves us. 


Of this Spiritual Baptiſm another apoſtle 
ſpeaks, and under another figure, as follows: 
«« Moreover, brethren, I would not that you 
&© ſhould be ignorant, how that our fathers 
© were under the cloud, and all paſſed 


© through the ſea; and were all baptized 


«© unto Moſes in the cloud, and in the ſea.” 


It is indeed amazing to think, what wrang- 
lings and diſputings are among religious 


people, about the apoſtle's meaning in thoſe 
words, as if they were only calculated to 


ſettle the form or mode of Baptiſm. There 


are ſome who pretend, from hence, to have 


authority for the mode of ſprinkling in Bap- 


tiſm; and this they ground upon its being 


ſaid © Na were all baptized unto Moſes in 
« the cloud, and in the ſea.” The Baptiſm 


of the cloud, they ſuppoſe, intends the rain 


wherewith the people were ſprinkled while : 


they paſſed underit; and that, during their 
paſſage through the ſea, the waters being 


gathered 
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gather red together on each hand, and raiſed 


as a wall, much higher than their heads, 
the wind ſweeping over the ſurface of the 
waters, ſprinkled them with the ſpray of 
the ſea, as they paſſed on: and by theſe 


means, they imagine the exact mode and | 


form of Baptiſm to be aſcertained. 
But there are others, who as ſtiffly main- 
tain the contrary, and ſay, that while the 


waters of the ſea were raiſed on each hand of 
them on an heap, the cloud was over their 
heads, fo that being ſurrounded with the 
waters denoted immerſion, and ſhewed 
That to be the true form and mode of Bap- 


tiſm. But all diſputes of this kind may, in 


my judgment, with the utmoſt propriety, be 
termed a vain jangling, a diſputing about 


trifles; and FONT, unworthy of farther 


notice. 
I am ready to acknowledge, that by the 
cloud ſpokenof in the text is literally intended 
that pillar of a cloud, which God gave the 


Hebrews at their departure out of Egypt, to 
direct them in their march; this cloudy pil- 
lar was commonly in the front of their ar- 
my, but on the appearance of the Egyptian 


army, behind them: on the borders of the 


Red-ſea, the pillar of the cloud placed it- 
ſelf between the two armies, having a bright 
ſide towards the Iſraelites, that they might 
ſee to paſs the channel opened for them 


through the midſt of the ſea; but to the 


Egyptians it had a dark fide, which we may 
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ſuppoſe greatly added to the darkneſs of the 
night, ſo that they could not come near the 
Iſraelites all the night; but in the morning, 
when the Egyptians perceived the channel 
by which the Hebrews had entred the ſea, 
they purſued and went in after them to the 
midſt of the ſea, even all Pharoah's horſes, 
his chariots, and his horſemen ; but ſtill the 
rear of the Iſraelitiſn army was protected 
and ſecured by the cloudy pillar: and the 
Lord looking unto the hoſt of the Egyptians, 
through the pillar of are, and of the cloud, 
troubled the hoſt of the Egyptians ; it is 
ſaid, that he took off their chariot wheels, 
ſo that they drave them heavily ; which de- 
notes, as I ſuppoſe, that he diſpirited them, 
he planted terrors in their boſoms, and ſowed 
the ſnares of death thick amongſt them ; the 

face of the Lord, in the fire and in the cloud 
pillar, unmann'd them; it looſed the girdle 


of their reins, and made them to feel the _. 


pangs of the fecond death. Then would 
they have fled from his face, but the toils _ 
of death were laid for them by an unerring 
hand ; at the voice of the Omnipotent the 
floods clap'd their hands, and, ſwifter than 
the chariots of Pharoah, came ruſhing upon 
the Egyptians, to their utter deſtruction; 
not one of them eſcaping. Thus the means 
of ſalvation to Iſrael, were the means of 


ruin and perdition to the Egyptians. 


| Egypt, ſpiritually, is the ſtate of involved q 
nature; and therejore, one of the names of 
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the great city, where our Lord was cruct- 
fied : from its wiſdom and learning, it de- 
noted fleſhly excellence. Hence, the E- 
gyptians are ſaid to be men great with fleſh; 
full of the wiſdom of this world, of its 
knowledge, learning, and religion, and of 
conſequence conceited ; puffed up and in- 
flated with pride and arrogance. Egypt was 


alſo the houſe of bondage, and intends ſpi- 


ritually, the miſerable and perplexed condi- 
tion of human nature; as men are without 
hope, and without God in the world. The 


taſk-maſters, in Egypt, without making the 


leaſt allowance for imbecility, and even with- 


cout allowing them materials for the work, 
continued to exact the ſame tale of bricks of 
the Hebrews, daily correcting in them with 


many ſtripes, what they deemed them faulty 
in, though the ſuppoſed fault was from ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. Such is the natural ſtate of 


man; according to the firſt awakenings of 


his conſcience, he apprehends the law, as 
demanding perfect obedience of him, with- 


out making the leaſt allowance for his frail- 


ties; and as perpetually curſing him for his 
miſcarriages, without adminiſtring to him 
the leaſt degree of wiſdom, or power, to do 
that which is right: nay, it rather enfeebles 


him with its terrors, and irritates him to 
wrath and enmity. 


Hence, the deliverance of the Iſraelites 
out of Egypt, under the conduct of Moſes, 
5 hath 
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hath always been viewed, as a figure of man's 
falvation, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

In brief, Egypt is ſpiritually the Nate of 
corruption, bondage, and miſery, a ſtrange 
land; the Egyptians, as the natives of this 
land, are the iniquities and fruits of the fleſh. 
The Iſraelites were a figure of mankind, or 
the church in general, who, for a ſeaſon, 
were ſojourners in the ſtrange land; during 
which ſeaſon, the natives of the lad pollu- 
ted and oppreſſed them. But when God 
would deliver his church out of this ſtrange 
land, and from all the iniquities thereof, it 
muſt be done by puniſhing their fins, and 
yet ſparing their perſons; as a ſkilful phy- 
 fician deſtroys the diſeaſe, but ſaves the pa- 
tient. I have already ſhewn, that the wa- 
ters, particularly the deep waters, indicate 
puniſhment, or afflictive chaſtiſement; nor 
does the fire, and darkneſs of the cloud, in- 
tend any thing leſs; under, and through _ 

_ theſe, did the Iſraelites, or the church, paß 
unhurt; whilſt their iniquities, 1. e. Egyp- 
tians, were totally deſtroyed. Thus were 
they purged, waſhed, or purified from the 
filth and fear of Egypt, through the cha- 
ſtiſement of their fins exemplified in that fi 
gure, and are therefore ſaid to have been ba- 
tized unto Moſes, in the cloud, and in the 
ſea: the ſpirit gp, which is, God in 
« Chriſt, reconciling the world unto him- 
« ſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto 
6 them.“ 
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Thus, from the relation that the term Bap- 
tiſm, as uſed by the apoſtle, bears to the 


falvation of mankind in Jeſus. Chriſt, and 


from the affinity of Water-baptiſm as the fi- 


gure, to the great ſalvation as the ſubſtance, 


it is manifeſt enough to me, that the former 


| belonged to the ceremonial law, and there- 


fore had its accompliſhment and final _ 
in the latter. 


Again—That Water-baptiſm belonged to 


the ceremonial law, and was intended as a 
figure or type of what Chriſt was to accom- 
pliſh in himſelf, 1s farther manifeſt, from our 


Lord's ſubmitting to it in his own perſon, and 


from his ever memorable laying on that oc- 
caſion. 


John the Baptiſt conceiv'd fo highly of 
the Perſon and Baptiſm of Chriſt, in com- 


pariſon of himſelf, and of the Baptiſm which 
he adminiſtered, that when our Lord came to 
him to be baptized, he not only judged it un- 
neceſſary, but forbad him: nor was he pre- 
vailed on to do it, until our Saviour ſaid, 

« ſuffer it to be ſo now, for thus it becometh 
* us to fulfil all righteouſneſs.” The righte- 
ouſneſs which it became our Lord to fulfil, 

may be diſtinguiſhed into active, and paſſive; 
the former conſiſted of what the decalogue, 
or moral law, commanded and required ; 


but Water-baptiſm was no part of this obe- 
dience, becauſe not commanded nor required 


in that law ; therefore, our Saviour did not 
intend it this ſenſe. His paſſive obedience, 
5 or 


3 — — 


[ 44 ] 
or righteouſneſs, conſiſted in his patient ſub- 
mitting to endure ſuch pains and penalties, 
as the fins of mankind had merited at the 
hand of God: which puniſhments of fin, 
and the purification of the people thereby, 
were repreſented under the various figures, 
contained in the ceremonial law ; and among 
theſe I would conſider Water-baptiſm, and 
that it was in this ſenſe the Saviour ſpake of 
it, when he ſaid, © it becometh us to fulfil 
« all righteouſneſs,” 1. e. paſſive as well as 
active. Thus rendering a reaſon, why a 


perſon ſo pure, and perfectly holy in all 


active obedience, ſhould yet ſubmit to Wa- 
ter-baptiſm, becauſe, as belonging to the ce- 
remonial law, it related to his paſſive obe- 
dience, or righteouſneſs ; hence the empha- 
tit ALL righteouſneſs. Our Lord in ac- 
 knowledging that it became him to fulfil all 
righteouſneſs, confeſſeth himſelf under an 
obligation ſo to do: which is true, from his 
kindred relation to the people; and again, 
from his covenant engagements, and alſo 
from the joy that was ſet before him, as the 
reward of his toil. 

But our Lord ſpeaks in the plural, « It 
ce becometh us to fulfil,” &c. which intends, _ 
as I conceive, that he perſonated mankind, 
andcontaining the people in himſelf, through 
all his active and paſſive obedience, they are 
conſidered as having fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs in him, and with him, and that from 
| thence they are intitled to the benefits of the 
a2 whole; 
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whole; hence the ſaying, * it becometh 


« us to fulfil” Thus, the Saviour, from : 


his oneneſs with the people, is pleaſed to 


conſider them as co-workers, and ſufferers 


with himſelf, agreeable to his teſtimony elſe- 


where; And the glory which thou gaveſt 


« me, I have given them: that they may be 
« one, even as we are one, I in them, and 


« thou in me, that they may be made per- 


« fect in one.” From the above remarks, 1 


thus argue Water · baptiſm was an article 


. 


of righteouſneſs, and of that righteouſneſs 
which Chriſt, as the Repreſentative and Sa- 


viour of mankind, was under an obligation 
to fulfil; but Water-baptiſm was not com- 
manded, nor required by the law, and 
therefore, no part of righteouſneſs in that 
ſenſe: it follows of neceſſity then to con- 
clude, that Water-baptiſm was an article of 
ceremonial righteouſneſs. And this the Sa- 
viour, for reaſons already offered, was ob- 
liged to fulfil, and that in a twofold ſenſe ; 
firſt, typically, in the letter or figure, and 
finally, in the ſpirit and ſubſtance. The firſt 
he was obliged to, as he was one of the 
people, Made, of a woman, made under 
« the law.” As the certainty and method 
of man's ſalvation by -Jeſus Chriſt was 
proved, and exhibited under the particulars 
of what is called the law of ceremonies, it 
may be viewed, as the goſpel preached to 
the Jews, and the obedience thereof, as the 


2 obedience of faith ; ſince it was not only re- 


quiſite, 
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quiſite, that the worſhipper ſhould punctu- 


ally perform what was literally required of ; 


him, but it was alſo neceſſary, that he ſhould 


be able to look unto the end of what was to 


be aboliſhed; for, an obedience meerly li- : 


teral and implicit to theſe things, rendered 


them an abomination even to him who com- 


manded them: and it is hence we find 


ractices literally commanded, fo often cen- 


ſured in the ſcriptures. In all the ſacrifices, 
waſhings, feſtivals, &c. it was needful that 
they ſnould have the Meſſiah and his ſalva- 


tion in view, as the origin of their appoint- 


ment, as their final accompliſhment, and 


the end of-them all for righteouſneſs. But, F 


for their ignorance and unbelief in theſe, 
there was an atonement to be made, as for 
the ſin of their holy things; plainly deno- 

ting, their inequality to the knowledge and 


faith required in the performance of theſe 
things. Hence alſo a reaſon of our Lord's 

ſubmitting to the practice of the law of cere- 
monies.; the people were unequal to the per- 


fection required in the practice of it: but 
this perfection of faith and knowledge Was 


neceſſary. Therefore, Jeſus being, in the 


myſtery of his perſon, and in the ſpirit of his 
office, the complete aſſemblage of all the 


nations of the earth, judged it becoming 


Him, both for Himſelf and them, to fulfil 


all righteoufncſs with a perfect heart; hence 
the ſaying, © It becometh us,” Kr. But 
again— The Saviour was obliged to fulfil all 

in 
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is expiated and cancell'd by 
chaſtiſement: or, viewing it as a debt, it is 
paid to the uttermoſt farthing; unto which 
tighteouſneſs, I will ſuppoſe, our Saviour 
had a particular reference, in the words be- 
fore mentioned, 
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in a higher ſenſe: if we apply the term 
2 righteouſneſs to the things which our Sa- 
viour ſuffered, it may intend an exertion of 
Divine Juſtice, in the puniſhment of our ſins 

in Him; where fin, conſidered as criminal, 


an adequate 


And it may be urged, as 
12 reaſon of our Lord s ſubmiſſion to Water- 


baptiſm, that it was a figure of this righte- 
: ouſneſs, 


In brief, our Saviour's words to Jon the 
| Baptiſt, on this occaſion, are words of great 
grace and ſpirit; they contained a full anſwer 
to his objection, and a perfect reſolution of 

his doubts concerning this matter. John 
thought his Baptiſm to be calculated only 
for ſinners, for ſuch as needed repentance, 


E purification, &c. and therefore it was, that 
conceiving of Jeſus, as holy and free from 
> fin, he at firſt forbad him; 
2 anſwer taught him, that though in Himſelf 


but our Lord's 


he was pure and undefiled, yet, as bearing 
1 the ſins of the people, as ſuſtaining the ſin- 


ner character, he needed repentance and 


purification, and therefore would ſubmit 


to Water-baptiſm, as an acknowledgment of 


it; and that as the repreſentative of man- 
bins and as the captain of their ſalvation, 
he was to be made perfect through ſuffer- 


ings. 


„„ 
ings. Hence, he ſaid, ſuffer it to be ſo 
now ; partly intimating thereby, that there 


would be no neceſſity of repeating it; and 


moreover, that he was under an obligation | 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs, both in its figure 


and ſubſtance. He had, from eight days 


old, ſubmitted unto, and practiſed the law _ 
of commandmeats, contained in ordinances, _ 


in all its ceremonies; and Water-baptiſm 
being one of theſe, he would alſo ſubmit to 
that. And having ſubmitted unto, and 


practiſed with a perfect heart, the whole of 
what was figurative, he, when the time was 


fully come, entered upon the ſubſtance, and | 


there fulfilling and accompliſhing in ſpirit 
and truth the whole of what was repre- 
ſented under the figure, he put a final end 
to the figure, totally aboliſhing in his fleſh 


the law of commandments, contained in or- 


dinances. And here, as I conclude, Wa- 
ter-baptiſm had its period, in reaſon and 
ſpirit, For if ſo it be that we are waſhed, 
that we are ſanctified, that we are juſtified, 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God ; external waſhings will 


not only appear to us unneceſſary, and un- 
meaning, when uſed for religious purpoſes, 
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but inconſiſtent and antichriſtian. Thus 


have I ſhewn, or have endeavoured to ſhew, 
that Water-baptiſm is to be numbered 


among thoſe ceremonies, or ordinances, that 


were appointed and uſed as figures of Chriſt, 
| bi and 
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an ordinance, to rema in in e to 
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ing diſannul'd, as having had! its accomplith- 


and perfected in Chritt. ſhould cealg” to be 


1 49 ] 
1hd of his ſalvation; and therefore of courſe - 
abrogated, according to real chriſtianity. 


| But, to all that I have yet ſaid on this 
ſubject it will be replied, That the apoſtles 


received into glory; - and therefore, i it could 
not relate to what was accon pliſhed in his 
deccaſe at Jeruſalem, but it was deſigned as 


the end of time. 

To this [ anſwer, That the practice of the 
apoſtles during a certain period, and even 
aſter our Lord reſurrection, is not in all 
things an abſolute rule for Chriſtians now. 
1 The : apoſtles attended to the Jewiſh worſhip, 
though i it was aboliſhed in the fleſh of Jeſus; 
they practiſed | circumciſion, though totally 
abrogated in Chriſt; they continued to di- 
ſeinguiſh between Jew and Gentile, between 
meats and drinks, as clean And unclean, 
though the middle wall of partition was 
Been down, and all theſe diſtinctions re- 
moved. In like manner, they might, prac- 
tiſe Water-baptiſm, notwithſtanding its be- 


ment in Chriſt. 


There appears to have beer a time. fixed 
with God, When the things alteady fulfilled 


literally obſerved, or uſed among behovets; 
and of this time, our Saviour often Ttpake, 
as the End, &c. the beginning of which, 
very probably related to the ſubverſion of the 
E Jewiſh 
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ings. Hence, he ſaid, ſuffer it to be ſo 
now; partly intimating thereby, that there 
would be no neceſſity of repeating it; and 
moreover, that he was under an obligation 
to fulfil all righteouſneſs, both in its figure 
and ſubſtance. He had, from eight days 
old, ſubmitted unto, and practiſed the law 
of commandmeats, contained in ordinances, 
in all its ceremonies; and Water-baptiſm 
being one of theſe, he would alſo ſubmit to 
wed And having ſubmitted unto, and 

practiſed with a perfect heart, the whole of 
what was figurative, he, when the time was 
fully come, entered upon the ſubſtance, and 
there fulfilling and accompliſhing in ſpirit 
and truth the whole of what was repre- 
ſented under the figure, he put a final end 
to the figure, totally aboliſhing in his fleſh 
the law of commandments, contained in or- 
dinances. And here, as I conclude, Wa- 
ter-baptiſm had its period, in reaſon and 
ſpirit, For if ſo it be that we are waſhed, 
that we are ſanctified, that we are juſtified, 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the 
Spirit of our God ; external waſhings will 
not only appear to us unneceſſary, and un- 
meaning, when uſed for religious purpoſes, 
but inconſiſtent and antichriſtian. Thus 
have I ſhewn, or have endeavoured to ſnew, 
that Water-baptiſm is to be numbered 
among thoſe ceremonies, or ordinances, that 
were appointed and uſed as figures of Chriſt, 


and 
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and of his ſalvation; and therefore of courſe 


abrogated, according to rea] chriſtianity. 
But, to all that I have yet ſaid on this 
ſubject it will be replicd, That the: apoſtles 


pra actiſed Wat W N after Ar Lord was. 
received into glory; - and therefore, it could 
not. relate 0 vehat was accompliſhed in his 


deceaie at Jeruſalem, but it was deſigned as 


an ordinance, to remain iu the church to 


the end of time, 


To this I anſwer, That the practice of the 
apoſtles during a certain period, and even. 


alter Our Lörd's reſurrection, is not in all 
things an abſolute rule for Chriſtians now. 
The: apo.tles attended to the Jewiſh worſhip, 
though it was aboliſhed in the fleſh of Jeſus; 
ther practiſed circumciſion, though totally 


abrogated i in Chriſt; they continued to di- 
ſtinguiſh between Jew and Gentile, between 


meats and drinks, as clean and unclean, 
though the middle wall of partition was 
broken down, and all cheſe diſtinftiots re- 
3 In like manner, they might prac- 


e Water-baptiim, notwith{landing i its be- 


ing diſannul'd, as having had its accomplith- 
ment in Chriſt. 


There appears to have been a time. fixed 


with God, when the things already fulfilled 
and perſected in Chriſt. ſhould ceaſe to be 
literally obſerved, or uſed among believers, 
and of this time, our Saviour often -fpake, 


as the End, &c. the beginning of which, 


| very probably related to the ſubverſion of the 


mes Jewiſh 
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11 
Jewiſh church and polity; and until which, 
the apoſtles ſeem to have kept up, in many 
particulars, an outward conformity to the 
manner of the Jews. 
Though the apoſtles ſucceeded to our 
Saviour's humiliation, and to the accompliſh- 
ment of all things in him, as his ambaſſadors, 
and the publiſhers of glad tidings, yet it 
does not follow, that they immediately 
knew the reaſon and ſpirit of ſuch things as 
they publiſhed for truth ; nay, the contrary 
is manifeſt, and therefore, it was only in 
proportion to their enlightnings, and to the 
purging of the conſcience, through the ac- 
cCompliſhment of all things in Chriſt, that 
they ceaſed from ordinances; there being 
degrees in faith, and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : hence 
faith an apoſtle, «© When I was a child, I 
« ſpake as a Child, I thought as a child, 
* but when I became a man, I put away | 
„ childiſh things:” and again, Not as 
« though I had already attained, or were al- 
c ready perfect. 3 Rag 
The Spirit of Truth expreſsly declares, 
that God was in Chriſt, reconciling the 
« world unto himſelf, not imputing their 
« treſpaſſes unto them.” And that Jeſus 


reconciled Jew and Gentile in one body 
« on the croſs,” that he brake down the 
middle wall of partition that was between 
them, and that of twain he made one new 
Conlquenty, 

„ 


9 3 


«man, ſo making peace. 
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in the commiſſion before recited, which our 
Lord gave to his apoſtles, after his tri- 
umphant feſurrection, he commanded them 
to go into all the world, and to preach the 
_ goſpel unto all nations. But the apoſtles did 
not comprehend theſe things at firſt, there 
was ſome time elapſed before this grace was 
clearly revealed to them ; nor did they eaſily 
come into it at laſt: ſuch were their preju- 
dices as Jews, and their ſelf-righteous max- 
ims, as being not yet fully inſtructed in the 
nature of the Meſſiah's kingdom. 

In the article of meats and drinks, how 
much they were for a ſeaſon at a loſs, both 
treſpecting the reaſon and ſpirit of the diſtin- 
ction, between clean and unclean; and alſo, 
of the annihilation of thoſe diſtinctions in 
Chriſt; I ſay, how far behind they were re- 
ſpecting thoſe things for a ſeaſon, is obvious 
enough from Peter's ſcruples at Joppa, and 
afterwards from his conduct at Antioch ; and 
indeed, from their general voice, in their 
great council at Jeruſalem, where they de- 
creed that the Chriſtians ſhould abſtain from 
blood, and from things ſtrangled, &c. it does 
not appear, that they then ſaw the lawful- 
neſs of eating whatſoever was ſold in the 
ſhambles; nor, that when they were bidden 
to a feaſt, they were to eat whatfoever was 
ſet before them, aſking no queſtions for con- 
fſcience-ſake. The correſpondence between 

their faith and practice, reſpecting the one- 
neſs of Jew and Gentile in Chriſt, was very 
E „ irregular 


guiſh between the apoftles teſtimony, and 
their conduct; for this, I have authority 


52 
irregular and unſtedfaſt ; of which there are 
many inſtances. And though their commiſ- 


fion ran expretsly, that they ſhould prea ch 


the goſpel to © all nations, yet it was ſome 


time before they ſaw the expediency , or even. 
the lawfulneſe, of preaching ſalvation to the 


les Nor. were they generally agreed, 


that the Gentiles had a title to ſalvation, un- 
til the gif 95 God to the Gentiles rendered 


t 


it impoffibl e for them to deny it, without a 


refuſal of bis fayour to themſelves. From 
all which, it appears to me, that during A. 


certain period, the practice of the apoſtles 


conſiſted not with the reaſo and ſpirit of 


chriſtianity," in many things; nor, with their 


own politive teſtimony under another dif- 


penſation. When Paul would have Timo- 


thy to go forth with him, he took him and 


circumciſe ed him; and yet, Paul himſelf 
ſays afterwards, if \ ye will be circumciſed, 


Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing.” Peter was 


taught, that he ought not to call any man 


common, or unclean; but th e part which 
he acted at Antioch, was ve; y, different from 


this teaching.” 12 55 


Let it not be fallely füt, that T aim 
by theſe remarks, at- depreciating the 


apo- 
ffolic character: God forbid! But J Allen 


in- 


from the ſcriptures, even from their own 
writing : -and I truſt that I do we with the 
ſame faithful. view to the glory of Chriſt, 
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The dodtrine of the a apoſtles hath cer- 


tainly much more authority than their ex- 
ample ; the one is infallible, the other was 
not ſo: their doctfine was Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord, the fame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever, holy and irreproveadle : but being, 
„ perſonally, men ſubject to like pations with 
! others, their conduct exhibiting infirmity, 
and therefore, beneath the ſtandard of per- 
fection, they merit not an implicit and uni- 
verſal imitation; this being only due to 
+ their doctrine, and to him who was the ſub- 
ect of their doctrine. Hence he, who was 
not a whit behind the very elntlefeſt of them, 
exhorts the church, to follow him but as he 
followed Chriſt. | 
Poor ſome time after the reſurrection and 
| : aſcenſion of the Lord Jeſus, his apoſtles 
; © feemed to countenance the things that were 
* aboliſhed in him; and which in their epi- 
ſtles, written afterwards to the churches, 


7 

1 they declared to be aboliſhed, and pro- 
1 

1 


= nounced it antichriſtian to obſerve them. 

Hence it follows, that their example, during 
this period, was not a a perfect pattern for 
their ſucceſſors. But it is from the exam- 
— 5 ple of the apoſtles during this period, that 


the generality of the people called chriſtians 
d draw their copy: and hence it is, that there 


„ is ſo muchof the old leaven retained amon git 
n them. | 

5 1 It is true, there are ſome of thoſe that uſe 
_ W ater-baptiſin, who reckon it among things 
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indifferent, and who (theugh they be inca- 
pable of giving a reaſon of their hope in the 
uſe thereof) think they may with ſafety 
comply with ſuch uſages; yea, and who 
think they ought to comply with them, ra- 
ther than give offence, or ſuffer any incon- 
venience for their ſingularity. But let ſuch 
remember, that whatſoever is not of faith 
is ſin; and that whatſoever a perſon does 
doubtingly, he is condemned in the doi 
of it. Nor are there any ſuch things in the 
true worſhip of God our Saviour, as things 
indifferent ; the things which are not for 
him, are againſt him; what leads not to 
the faith and obedience of Chriſt tends to 
idolatry, and, as ſuch, ought to be diſuſed 
and expoſed by every faithful worſhipper: 
as we may learn from the examples of He- 
zekiah king of Judah, and the apoſtle Paul. 
When the children of Iſrael, for their re- 
bellious murmurings, were bitten by the 
fiery ſerpents, and ' the dreadful King of 
Terrors with awful ſtrides marched thro' 
their camp, the heart of the people failed 
them for fear; until, overwhelmed with di- 
ſtreſs, they cried out, * We have ſinned,” and 
beſought Moſes to pray for them. Imme- 
diately upon his interceſſion, the Lord com- 
manded, and Moſes made a Serpent of 
braſs, and ſet it upon a pole; and it came 
to paſs, that if a ſerpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the ſerpent of braſs he lived. 
Our Lord himſelf makes honourable men- 


tion 


471 


tion of that ſerpent, as an eminent type of 
his perſon and ſalvation; and as ſuch it 
ſtood, witneſſing the great deliverance, for 
more than ſeven hundred years, even unto 
the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, who 
utterly deſtroyed it. For a long ſeaſon be- 
fore its deſtruction, the people of the land, 
miſtaking its real ufe and deſign, idolatrouſly 
offered it divine honours, by burning in- 
cenſe to it. This gave the royal reformer 
ſuch indignation againſt it, that though it 
was originally formed, and fet up by divine 
direction; yea, though God had wrought 
by it a great ſalvation in Iſrael, yet King | 
Hezekiah would not ſpare it; nor did he 
think it ſufficient to deſtroy it, but that it 
was alſo needful to pour the moſt public 
contempt upon it, by calling it Nehuſhtan, 
(which is interpreted, a trifle of braſs;) 
thus ſhewing, at once, the unimportance, 
the worthleſsneſs, yea, even the impiety of 
all things in the uſe thereof, though of a 
divine ordination, when pr . ee to a wrong 
uſe, or made to be competitors with God. 
In like manner, the apoſtle, when he ſaw 
that Water-baptiſm interfered with the glory 
of Divine Grace, and that men were rather 
diſcipled to men, and to the works of their 
own hands thereby, than to the perſon and 
ſalvation of Jeſus Chriſt ; I ſay, upon this 
- conviction and view of things, the great 
| apoſtle ſeems to treat Water-baptiſm, as He- 
- #ckiah did the ſerpent, where he ſays, © L 
4 « thank 
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« thank God, 1 baptized 1 none of you; Gee, 

thus in effect cal ling it (though not a trifle 
of braſs) a frifle of water. = 

7855 . pottbly it will yet be urged, tha 


ter- baptiſm is more than an empty form, 
or a mcer figure OL th! ngs, as being not 
only of a Moine appoin ment, but alto at- 
tended originally with ſuch ſpirit and power 
as ſufficiently evidenced its being of God; 


and therefore, to be retained ati] Fractiſed 


in the church at all events. 


Unto this I reply, that nothing 880014 be 
more ex preſsly commanded of God: than 


the making and ſetting up of the brazen ſer- 


pent, as noted above ; infinite wiſdom it- 
{elf drew the model of it, and directed how 
it ſhould be lifted up or exalted. And O 
how unparallcl'd was the power attendant 


on that very ſignificant figure! merely the 


ſight of it expell d the poiſon and terrors of 
death, drawing back from the brink of the 
grave, and inſtant ly recruiting with life and 
fire: ngth, ſuch who but a moment before 
were grinding between the jaws of the de- 
vourer. 5 

And to ſhew that the virtue of life and 
healing was not in any bodily or mental act 
of the patient, but altogether in the ordi- 
nance, Des power of God, it is to be noted, 
that a ümple looking, or turning of the eye 


to this kepegt without the uſe of phyſical 


means, and even without any preparation of 
the mind, . effected the cure, and 
| delivered 


| 
J 
| 
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aclivered out of their diſtreſa, the moſt mi- 
ſcrable of mortals. 

That the origin of this ordinante was di- 
vine, that it was of the utmoſt benefit to 
the afflicted, and that it was an almoſt un- 
e 'd diſplay of the glory, power, and 
g aneſs of God; and that it was withal a 


. iriking 118 ure, and an eminent type of Je- 


ſus Chriſt our Lord, is undeniable. But 


when that great e end, for wich it was jormed, 
Was ſerve ls when tne Clvine ellicacy and 


power no longer attended the ordinance, 
it not only ſunꝭꝭ into a ſtate of worthleſsneſs, 
but ee aa pie ol an 160. atrous wor- 


Sefirnftion = met with. 
In like manner, if Water- baptiſm was at 
any time a means, by which proper ſubjects 
received the liel SGhoſt, (though I cannot 
perceive from the ſcriptures that it ever was 
thus bleſt) it is not ſo now: this I conclude 
is manifeſt enough; and therefore, being 
now an unt meaning lifeleſs for rm, it can only 

ſerve to purpoſes of idolatry. 
While Water-baptiſm re ained 1t8 ſignifi⸗ 
ancy, as a ligure >: the SH 171itan ſalvation, 
A400 not but the ſincer worthipper might 
receive conſolation Oe the uſe of it: 
but, that ſalvation being perfected, the 
reaſon of the uſe of Water-baptiſm no 
longer remains;. nor does the Spirit o bear 
wire th to it. And, ſuppoſing it to be fil 


= ſignificant figure © of ſome future grace, if 


5 | | thoſe 


* 
| 
|} 
| 
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thoſe who uſe it do not uſe it ſimply to that 


purpoſe, it becomes 1 in its uſe, either the ſhi- 
boleth of a party, by which men are diſ- 


cipled and proſelyted to men, or the worſhip 


of ignorance, blindly following the lead of 


tradition; or otherwiſe, it is practiſed as an 


article of righteouſneſs, and by ſundry, made 
to be the new- birth, juſtification, ſanctifi- 
cation, &c. and, though external, and al- 
together a bodily exerciſe, yet ſubſtituted in 
place, not only of the true ſpiritual worſhip, 
but even in the place of Chriſt, and of his 
falvation. Thus, like the ſerpent above- 
mentioned, being profaned to a wrong uſe, 


it merits a ſimilar reſpect. 


That there are ſome who pretend, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is yet given by their hands, 
in the adminiſtration of Water-baptiſm, I 
am well aware. But theſe, in general, are 


men particularly concerned for their craft, 


which is in great danger, if outward ordi- 
nances be ſuperſeded ; for the adminiſtration 
of theſe (as to the function of clerical men) 
may be conſidered as the principal ſupport of 
their order, their ground, and pillar of dig- 
nity. Hence, until they are content to let 
themſelves down to a level with the unhal- 
lowed laity, impartiality, in things of this 
nature eſpecially, is not to be expected from 
them; being ſcrupulouſly tenacious of every 
thing they deem eſſential to their authority. 
One of thoſe gentlemen, in a printed let- | 
ter which I have lately keen, expres i 1 
elf 


T 


5 when I baptized them.“ 
© ſtrained to conclude, that this is much too 
' confidently ſpoken. How ſhould this gen- 


tleman know, that the perſons whom he 


- My 
* „ 


the practice of the apoſtle Paul, who was 
not ſent to baptize, but to preach the go- 
ſpel: and yet it is not to be diſputed, but 
that many received a ſenſe of pardon under 
his miniſtry. Hence we argue, tat Wa- 
ter- baptiſm is no part of the goſpel; nor may 
the adminiſtration of it, in any ſenſe, be con- 
2 lidered. no, as preaching the goſpel. By 
the preaching of the goſpel, the Spirit ope- 


13 41 : 
ſelf thus: I know this, from plain fact; 
many have received a ſenſe of pardon, 


But I am con- 


baptized, received a ſenſe of pardon? He 


could know this only from their ownn- 

feſſion; but infants are incapable of making 
ſuch a cenfeilion, therefore, their Baptiſm 
is out of the queſtion here: and the good 

man's aſſertion muſt of neceſſity relate to his 
© Baptiſm of adult perſons only; and this ad- 

mits of various queſtions. Was it by the act 
of Baptiſm, or by what he ſpake to them on 
the occaſion, that their faith and the ſenſe of 
pardon came? Is it not poſſible for a perſon 

to receive a ſenſe of pardon, by the preach- 
ing of the goſpel, without the adminiſtration 
of Baptiſm? This, I ſuppoſe will be granted. 
But may the ſame be aſſerted of Baptiſm 
without the Word? Or is it neceſſary to a 


# 


x 
& 


perſon's receiving a ſenſe of pardon, that 


both be joined? The latter is denied, from 


_ rates 
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rates upon the heart of Bo hearcr, to a ſenſe 


of - pardon; but, by that which is not the 5 


goſpel, the Spirit does not thus operate: 
W ater- baptiſm i is not the goſpel, therefore, 
the Spirit does not thus operate by Water⸗ 
baptilin. What 3s not the goſpel, does not 
preach Chriſt, docs not mani elt him; and 


what does not preach Chriſt, conveys no 


ſenſe of pardon: but Water-baptiſm is not 
the goipel, it does not preach Chriſt, there- 


fore, it conveys no ſenſe of pardon. 
If, as he aſſerts, many received the Mut 
of pardon when he baptized tnem, it docs 


not follow that they received it by the means 
of Baptiſm: why may 1t not be ſuppoſed 
that their faith came by hearing, and their 


hearing by the word of Ged ? This ! 18 cer- 
tainly more eligible, and conſiſtent with re- 
vealed. truth, than that any exte ternal apply” ; 


cation ſhould effect it. 


But the time when they received the ſenſe 
of pardon: : * When I baptized them, ſays | 
the perjon above mentioned: this proves no- 
thing relative to the point in hand yet; it 


neither proves that they received the fente 
of pardon by means of Water-baptiſm, nor 
by the ſanctity of him who adminiſtred it. 


Perhaps it would not be very difficult to 


produce inſtances of ſuch who have received 
a ſenſe of pardon, at a time when the cir- 
cumſtances of their then employment were 


by no means hallowed thereby; 5 'NO, nor re- 
commended by divine authority to others, as 


* 
* «a 
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a means whereby they alſo might receive the 


ſame fenſe of pardon. Thus the Lord is 


found of chem who fſcek him not, and re- 
veais himſelf to ſuch who have not aſked af- 

er him. But it does not ſollow, that ſuch 
f wretched, ignorant, ſupine ſtate, is the 
means of at taining the knowledge of the 


Only True God, and of Jeſus Chriſt whom 
he Bath ſent. Nor does it follow, becauſe 


a perſon received a ſenſe of pardon at the 


7 of being baptized, that he received it 
by means of Baptiſm ; or, that Water- "Ons | 


tim is © enriched with "RE gifts. 

F rom the whole, I cannot but: ronclade, 
that Water-baptiſm is now an unmeaning 
ſoiritleſs ceremony. All uſages and fro; 
when their end is anſwered, and the Spirit hath 
left them, are no more than the dead body,; 
rather, tending to defile, than to purity, all 


4 who touch, taſte, or handle. Where the ſoul 
4 and ſpirit! 18 departed, the corpſe ſhould be 


buried out of the ſight of the lieing. Bot 
where men retain, the form, when the rea- 
ſon and ſpirit of it is no more, they do in 
effect embrace the dead body, and! keep it 
among them, to the reaſonable. diſlike of 


many, who on that account are copRrained 


to leaye them. 3 5 


There are alſo ſuch, who pretend that 


Water-bap (iſm ſucceeded to Circumciſion; 
ang upon i hy; potheſis, their authority for 
Infant- -baptilin ! is in a great meaſure found- 
ed; but how inconſiſtent with true reaſon 
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and fpirit, I ſhall now proceed to thew. 
Water-baptiſm cannot be ſaid to ſucceed | 
circumciſion, by divine appointment, for 
various reaſons: 1ſt, Water-baptiſm took 
place before circumciſion was aboliſhed, 
and they both were obſerved by the ſame _ 
perſons. 2d, Circumciſion was typical of 
what was to be accompliſhed in Chriſt, and 
therefore it remained but until Chriſt. But 
it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe, that one type 
was ſucceeded by another, and eſpecially 
after that end was anſwered for which it 
was originally appointed. Where the apoſtle 
faith, if ye be circumciſed Chriſt ſhal 
« profit you nothing,” it is manifeſt enough, 
that he does not ſpeak this with a view to 
introduce Water-baptiſm, as an ordinance 
that was to take place of circumciſion ; but 
his deſign was to ſhew, that circumciſion 
being aboliſhed in Chriſt, as a matter which, 
in its reaſon and ſpirit, had always referred 
to him, the uſe of it now (ſuppoſing it to 
have had ſuch a reference to Chriſt) would 
be in effect to deny that Chriſt was come in 
the fleſh; or, that though he was come in 
the fleſh, it would be to ſay, he had not ful- 
filled that for which he was promiſed ; and 
therefore, the things which as figures 
related only to him, and to what he was to 
fulfil, were not yet aboliſhed. Or other- 
wiſe, the uſe of circumciſion then would 
be, to ſuppoſe it an ordinance independent of 
Chriſt, and without the leaſt reference 3 

ics | ud 
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5 his ſal vation; which would be at once to 
'* eſtabliſh it as an article of human righteouſ- 
d neſs. The uſe of it, in either of theſe ſenſes, 
r would imply a rejection of Chriſt, and ſuch 


Kk an affront put upon his ſalvation, as would 
l, naturally exclude the offender from its be- 
'e nefits. To ſuppoſe then that Water-baptiſm 
A was appointed to ſucceed circumciſion, is 
| 


either to make it an article of human righte- 
at * ouſneſs, or to deny that Chriſt, by coming in 
the fleſh, hath fulfilled all righteouſneſs ; for 


ly | if circumciſion was a figure of what was to be 


t | accompliſhed in Chriſt, wherefore ſhould 
le it, when it was thus accompliſhed, be ſuc- 
. ceeded by another figure? But, if it was 


ö not a figure of Chriſt, it muſt of neceſſity be 
to an article of the moral law ; or otherwiſe, a 
CC political inſtitution. But that i it is not an 
© article of the moral law is manifeſt, from, 
N Its abrogation by divine authority; ; nor, had 
h, it belonged to that law, could it have been 
4 mitigated, or ſucceeded by a milder ordi- 
= nance, ſuch as Water-baptiſm. And, as I 
have only to do at preſent with ſuch who 
f rofeſs the ſcriptures to be their rule of. 
in faith, I need not waſte time, nor words, to 
ſhew⸗ that circumciſion was more than a po- 
litical inſtitution, and therefore of 2 
it muſt be conſidered as typical: but every 
type refers to its antitype, in whom it hath. 
its reaſon and ſpirit; and is not to be ſuc- 
deeded by another pattern of heavenly things, 
but by the heavenly ings themſelves. | 


2 RD 
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Rut to all that J have yet ſaid upon this 
ſabje&, it will poſſibly be feplicd-= That | 
circumcifion was a ſeal of „ the covenant 
« which God made with Abraham, where 
he commanded him and all his ſeed to be 
e circumciſed ; and ordained that, for the 
“ future, they mould undergo the operation 
e at eight days 0! d: but this being a yoke, 
cc which Reicher we nor our fathers were 
& able to bear, the Lord took it out of N 
ce way, and ſubſtituted Water- ba; ptiſm, 48 
« leſs grievous; and yet perfectly anſwering 
* the fame end.” In anſwer to this, let us 
firſt conſider the nature of the covenant which 
God entered into with Abraham: — The 
_ promiſe was unto Abraham, we unto his 
ſeed, that he ſhould be heir of the world. 
Dy this ſecd, “ Chrift was intended,” who 

was to proceed from the loins of Abraham 
according to the fleſh, and in whom all the 
nations of the earth were to be bleſſed. In 
theſe promiſes, Abraham ſaw the ſalvation 
of mankind in his ſeed Chriſt, and believing 
this, it was counted unto him for rightebuf- 
neſs; and this was the righteouſneſs of faith 
Which he had; being yet uncircumciſed, 
But in this covenant, it was required of him, 
and of his poſterity, that they ſhould” receive. T 
the ſign of * circumciſion, as a ſeal of the 
_ righteouſneſs of faith. As it was to be worn 
in Pest fleſh, a ſign, teſtimony, or witpels 
for God, of his goodnels 1 in promiſing, and 
of his faithfulneſs i in pe: forming, fo was it 


allo 


165 


alſo ordained a ſign of the grace promiſed ; 


conſiſting of a ſeparation between them and 


their fins. Righteouſneſs ſuppoſes a priva- 


tion of ſin, and the righteouſneſs of faith im- 


plies ſuch a ſtate effected by Chriſt alone, 
without works of righteouſneſs as done by 
us. And of this righteouſneſs circumci- 


ſion is ſaid to be the ſeal; confirming and 


ſecuring under a covering, the grace and 
ſalvation thus promiſed, until the ſeed 
ſhould come. Circumciſion was a ſign and 
teal of this righteouſneſs : firſt, in itſelf, as 
it conſiſted in a cutting off the ſuperfluous; 
thereby denoting, that its antitype, or ſpirit, 
conſiſted in putting away the body of the 


fins of our fleſh; in ſeparating our fins from 


us as the eaſt is from the weſt. Secondly, 
the part circumciſed ſhewing, until the pro- 
miſed ſeed ſhould come, that he was to be 


a deſcendant of Abraham, who ſhould effect 


ſuch a ſeparation between mankind and their 
ſins. Thirdly, the manner of circumciſion ; 
it was painful and bloody, to ſhew, that 
this ſalvation was to be effected by the ſhed- 
ing of the blood of Jeſus, and by his endu- 


ring the pains and penalties due to ſin. 


Fourthly, the ſubjects, infants eight days 
old, having not aged after the ſimilitude of 
Adam's tranſgreſſion; implying the inno- 


cence of the ſufferer in his individual right: 


© he who knew no fin was made fin for us, 
that we might be made the righteouſneſs 
„of God in him.” Thus was circumciſion 

F | ſignificant, 
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fignificant, a ſign and ſeal, reſpecting both 
the method and matter of the righteouſneſs 
of faith. 
This accounts for circumciſion's being 
aboliſhed in Chriſt; or for its being taken 
out of the fleſh and the letter, into the heart 
and ſpirit; as is manifeſt from the New 
Teſtament: © And ye are complete in him, 
© which is the head of all principality and 

% power. In whom allo ye are circumciſed 


* with the circumciſion made without |. 


hands, in puting off the body of the fins 
6 of the fleſh, by the See e of 


« Chriſt.” And again, We are the true 


© circumcition, who worſhip God in the 


Spirit, who rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and 1 


e who have no confidence in the fleſh.” 
&« And circumciſion is that of the heart, in 
c the ſpirit, and not of the letter, whoſe 
« praiſe is not of men, but of God.“ Theſe 
teſtimonies are ſo plain, as to need no com- 
ment: the vail is here taken off from the 
face of Moſes, ſo that we are able to look to 
the end of circumciſion, and to ſee it abo- 
liſhed in Chriſt. But that man who firſt in- 
vented the hypotheſis, of circumciſion's 
being a figure of Water-baptiſm, had an un- 
reaſonable warm fide to ceremonies, and a 
fruitſul imagination indeed; fince it is con- 
trary to revelation, and even to common ſenſe. 
And I may alſo venture to ſay, that his fol- 
Jowers in this ſentiment are no leſs ane 

1 or 


Io F 9 15 gx 725 —5 " 1 4 
7 ͤ ²˙ oe a ON RT ont F . 3 Fact a g f 
P's EET Bret rep A UPI TAE TO IU ESSE a3 ed 4 N oo PEE - ; 


187 1 
for tame credulity, or for being under the 
influence of the ſame craft. ” 
Thus have I ſhewn, or at leaſt J have en- 
deavoured to ſhew, that Water-baptiſm 


orginally pertained to the law of ceremo- 


nies, as a type or figure of the purification 
of mankind by Jeſus Chriſt; which being 


accompliſhed in Him, Water-baptiſm is no- 


longer a reaſonable ſervice. Nor is Bap- 


tiſm of the Letter now, but of the Spirit; 
which Spiritual Baptiſm, I would here pro- 


poſe to be that ONE Baptiſm mentioned 
in the text: and of which Baptiſm I ſhall 
now proceed to ſpeak. And here, uninflu- 


enced by the favours or fear of man, I ſhall 


faithfully follow the lead of that light, which 


God my Saviour hath given me; and which, 


in conjunction with the ſacred records, ſhall 


ever be the guide of my judgment, and the 


purity and peace of my conſcience, 
The apoſtle ſays, For as many of you 
© as have been baptized into Chriſt have 


* put on Chriſt.” Men but lightly tinctured 
with truth may poſſibly aver, that being 


baptized into Chriſt intends no more than a 


being baptized with water, into the name, 


religion, and church of Chriſt ; and that to 

put on Chriſt, in conſequence of ſuch a Bap- 

tiſm, implies only a putting on the profefſion 

of chriſtianity; or, that it can intend no 

maore at fartheſt, than a putting on of Chriſt 
! byanimitation of his ſpirit and conduct. 


F 2 | But 
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But in anſwer to this, I would obſerve, 
it is highly probable, that all the members 
of the Roman church, whoſe faith at that 
time was ſpoken of throughout the world, 
were baptized with water: they publicly 


profeſſed Chriſt, and in their meaſure were 


all zealous imitators of him: I take it for 
granted, that the generality of Chriſtians 
make no doubt of this. But the apoſtle's 
words imply a doubtfulneſs of their being 
all baptized into Chriſt : this appears from 
a manifeſt caution in the text As man 

« of us.” And again to the Galatians, «* As 


© many of you as have been baptized into 


« Chriſt, &c. All are agreed, that thoſe 
epiſtles were written to particular churches, 
or ſocieties of people called Chriſtians. But 
none were intitled to this ſacred appellative, 
much leſs to church-fellowſhip, until they 
had not only believed, but allo confoi med, 

and ſubmitted to ſuch rules and ordinances, 
as were at That time judged to be a proper 
teſt of faith in Chriſt ; and in the very front 
of theſe ſtood Water-baptiſm. But, tho' 
thoſe people profeſſed to believe on the Lord 
Jeſus, though they ſubmitted themſelves to 
the ordinances, and conſequently had been 
| baptized with water, yet the apoſtle ſpeaks 
with great warineſs and reſtriction about 
their being baptized into Chriſt, and of 
their having put on Chriſt, 

If it may be ſuppoſed, that there were no 
unbaptized perſons in the churches of Rome 


and 
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[ 69 1 
and Galatia, unto whom thoſe epiftles were 
immediately written, wherefore does the 
apoſtle fix theſe limits, As many of us, — 
% As many of you,” &c? Is there not a di- 


ſtinction manifeſtly ſuppoſed in the words, 
between ſuch who had been equally parta- 
kers of the outward Baptiſm? Would not 
the apoſtle's words be defective in ſenſe and 
propriety, if he intended the Baptiſm of 
water, wherewith they all had been baptized, 


where he ſays, As many of us, “ As 


* many of you as have been baptized into 


« Chriſt,” & ? The words plainly imply, 
that the apoſtle thought it poſſible, that ſome 


of the people to whom he ſpake them, might 
not be baptized into Chriſt ; but they had 


been all baptized with water : therefore, the 
apoſtle intended not the Baptiſm of water, 


when he ſpake of being baptized into Chriſt. 


But what he meant by being baptized 
Into Chriſt, may be known by this criterion, 
They put on Chriſt.” How This is to be 


underſtood; I ſhall have an occaſion to ſhew 


in the ſequel; but in the interim, I ſhall 


juſt take notice of ſome general opinions re- 
lating to this matter, and of theſe in their 


variety, as abounding amongſt men of diffe- 


rent ee, attachments, and ſenti- 


ments. 
The more remote from the Spiritof Truth, 


in this matter, are ſuch who make nothin 
more of it than to have the ſign of the crols 
drawn upon the forehead with a wet finger. 


3 Hence, 
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Hence, they pretend to have put on Chriſt 
from their infancy ; and that they were then 
made members of Chriſt, children of God, 
and inheritors of the kingdom of heaven; 
that they were then regenerated, born again, 
and made Chriſtians, and all without their 
own knowledge of the matter. 5 

This is that which hath filled the world 
with ignorant Chriſtians, Who know not 
wherefore they are ſo called: from hence 
proceeds the innumerable ſwarm of unbe- 
lieving Chriſtians, who have juſt as much 
confidence in Jeſus Chriſt, as they have in 
Mahomet: hence, that notorious contra- 
diction, that abominable lye againſt the 
truth, the perſecuting Chriſtians ; ſuch who 
(from the delight which they have in blood) 
are promiſed blood to drink: henee alſo, the 
fighting Chriſtians, whoſe kingdom is of this 
world, and who therefore delight in war. 
In brief, from hence proceeds ſuch who are 
Chriſtians without faith, who are good with- 
out holineſs, who are fruitful without works, 
who, having the form of godlineſs, deny the 
power thereof, and who imagine Chriſtianity 
to conſiſt of external ceremonies, The pro- 
poſition, that Chriſt is put on in Infant-bap- 
tiſm, is ſo unreaſonable, and unſcriptural, 
that (but for the conſequences attendant 
thereon, a few of which I have mentioned, 
and which need none other confutation than 
barely to mention them) it merits not my 
notice, POPE ds 7” 

But 


[71] = 
But there are others who, totally rejecting 
the above as an invention of Antichriſt, 
propoſe, that an imitation of Chriſt is what "uy 
the apoſtle means by putting him on. This 
I confeſs, hath a much greater air of proba- 
| bility than the above; and if an imitation of 
Chriſt in truth and perfection could be pro- 
duced, it would have great weight, and a 
fair claim to the meaning of the apoſtle: 
but neither the ſcriptures nor experience 
will permit the concluſion, that there is any 
ſuch imitation of Chriſt to be found among 
mankind. The ſcriptures teach that all men 
are ſinners; that there is none among them 
who doth good, no not one; that in many 
things all offend : and if any man ſay that he 
hath no ſin he deceives himſelf, and the 
truth is not in him. The knowledge of 
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- ourſelves, and of mankind in general, from 1 
dne degree thereof unto another, ſerves more if 
and more to confirm us in this truth. Among 1 
ſuch who profeſs themſelves the followers i1 
of Jeſus, there are indeed high pretenſions i 
to an uniform imitation of him; but they ö 


are meer pretenſions. For whoſo is capable of 
delineating what they call their new-crea- 
ture, their reſemblance to Chriſt, &c. is as 
capable of ſhewing that it hath not one ſi- 
milar feature to the great original. All 
pretended Chriſt-like appearances in man, 
when properly ſifted, will be found to be 
altogether chaff; not partaking in the leaſt 
degree of the true ſubſtance. 


10 


721 

To begin with the motives to holineſs, or 
to what they call an imitation of Jeſus Chriſt ; 
theſe in man are ſelf-{eeking, ſelf-love, &c. 
and therefore, wholly corrupt; as not par- 
taking of the diſintereſted, or of that which 
flows perfectly from love. It is impoſſible 
that man ſhould diveſt himſelf of ſelf, and 
ſelfiſh principles, whilſt he is an inhabitant 


of this world; let him do what he will, let 


him diſguiſe himſelf as he can, it will ſtill 
be diſcoverable, that theſe are his ſprings of 


action: whether vice or virtue diſtinguiſh 


bis choice, theſe are ſtill his leading princi- 
ples. For where a man ruſhes into vice as 
the horſe into the battle, it is under the in- 
fluence of ſelf- love, ſelf-pleaſing, ſelf-grati- 
fication, &c; theſe triumphing over his 


reaſon, ſo perfectly lord it over him, that 


there is no law, be it divine or human, civil 
or ſocial, that he will not break through, 
and trample under foot to indulge and gratify 
theſe. | 
Again, where the paths of virtue (as 
called) are the choice, it is but a transfor- 
mation of the ſame principles; to avoid pu- 
niſhment, to gain the reward, to court the 


praiſe of men, to pleaſe himſelf by reflec- | 


ting on his own actions and manner, where 
he becomes his own idol. Some, or all of 


theſe, are ſtil] the ſource of his virtue, and 


his motives to piety : and, under this conſi- 
deration, his virtue and piety (however ex- 
cellent in their appearances) ſtand expoſed to 


the | 


[ 73 ] 


the cenſure of revelation and right reaſon, as 


ſlaviſh, mercenary, vain-glorious, and idola- 


trous. 3 
To ſuch who know mankind, it is ſuffi- 
ciently notorious, that all friendſhip, love, 

good will, and kindneſs, ſubſiſting among 
men, have their foundation in ſelf only. In 
ſtrict propriety, mankind know no other 
love than the love of themſelves; and their 
diſlike is governed by the ſame principle: 


whom do you at any time make chooſe of for 


your friend, but him, whoſe perſonal accom- 
pliſhments, or manner, or ſentiments, or piety, 


&c. pleaſe you? And wherefore do you make 


choice of ſuch, but becauſe he pleaſes you ? 
Thus from your own will you choice no- 
thing but what gives you delight; nor have 


you any other motive for chooſing it, than that 


it gives you delight. If we love a friend, it is 
for our own ſake; and if we hate an enemy, 


it is from the ſame motive: every act of be- 


nevolence which we do, it is for our own 
ſake that we do it, and where we withhold 
our hand, we are influenced by the ſame 
principle. In every action of life, mankind 


ſill ſacrifice to their own net, and burn in- 


cenſe to their own drag. And where they 
_ contend for acting diſintereſtedly, generouſly, 
and without mercenary motives; and that 


they love virtue, or holineſs purely for its own 


fake, they are till pleading the cauſe of ſelf- 
love, and exhibiting proof, beyond excep- 


tion, of its abſolute dominion over them. 
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[74] 
But this by no means agrees with the ſcrip- 
ture-account of our Saviour's virtue and obe- 
dience; that conſiſted of diſintereſted love, 
ſelf-denial, and doing the will of him who 


ſent him. But this (i. e. human virtue) 


being perfectly the reverſe, cannot, with 


any ſhadow. of juſtice, be called an imi- | 


tation of Chriſt. 5 

Perhaps, as an objection to what J have 
ſaid upon the ſubject, it will be aſked, if 
man be ſo fully under the power and influence 
of ſelf-love, as you have repreſented him ta 


be, to what purpoſe do the ſcriptures re- 


quire him to love his neighbour as himſelf, 


ſelf; to love his enemies, and to render good 


yea, to eſteem of others as better than him- | 


for evil, &c? I anſwer—The ſcriptures do 


not require this of man, as ſuppoling him 


capable of it; for the coming of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt into the world to fave ſinners, proves 
the contrary: the Jaw was given that the 


offence might abound, and the command- | - 


ment took place, that man might die. It 


was to diſtinguiſh to man, between good 


and evil, and to make him ſenſible that he 


could not perform the good; to prepare the 


way of the Lord, by proving the neceſſity 


and utility of our Saviour's appearance, as the 
fulfiller of all righteouſneſs, that the law took 


place: but Chriſt being come in the fleſh, E 
and having fulfilled all, In us, and For us, 


his virtue and glory is ours, and we are 
taught to reckon by him, and not by the 
| EL works 
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works of our own hands: thus we ſtand 
perfected in his love to God, and to his 
neighbour; whilſt we are conſcious that 
ſelf- love ſtill predominates in our perſons, 
and in all our perſonal fruits. 5 
But it will yet be objected probably, that 
theſe things are not only required of men in 
the law, before the coming of Chriſt, but 
that the Chriſtians are alſo exhorted to them 
in the New Teſtament, by the apoſtles them- 
| ſelves. To which I anſwer—Though the 
law be fulfilled in Chriſt, and we delivered 
from the curſe thereof, by his being made 
a curſe for us; fo that it hath Now no au- 
| thority to inflict pains and penalties on us, 
as lach who cannot perſonally fulfil its pre- 
| cepts, foraſmuch as we are not under it; 
yet the nature and the properties of the law 
are the ſame, its voice is the ſame, and it is 
of ſingular uſe in the houſe of God, not 
as a maſter indeed, but yet as a ſervant 
faithful in all the houſe; and as ſuch it- is 
made uſe of by the Spirit of Truth to gra- 
-  Clous purpoſes. . 3 
The law, in the New Teſtament, is made 
to detect, expoſe, and cenſure all human 
righteouſneſs; and that it doth continually, 
leſt at any time the Chriſtian man, forgetting 
the hole ef the pit from whence he was 
digged, and the rock from whence he was 
| hewn, ſhould grow wiſe in his own eyes, 
and holy in his own conceit. Hence it is, 
that ſuch who are far gone in thoſe — 
4 — 
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will not, by any means, allow their ſancti- 


fication to be tried by the law; but are 
obliged to have recourſe to many inventions, 
to keep up their ſpirits in this particular : 


but ſuch who do allow of the law here, are | 


ever ſenſible of their own nothingneſs, and 


that it is in the Lord only that they have 


righteouſneſs and ſtrength. Again, where the | 
apoſtles urge the voice of the law, in the re- | 
proofs, precepts, and exhortations which | 
we find in their epiſtles, it is not that they 


ſuppoſe the people to whom they write, ca- 


pable of fulfilling it; nor is it with a view | 
to mitigate the ſeverity of the ſpiritual law,, 
by eſtabliſhing an imperfe& righteouſneſs, | 
conſiſting of ſincerity, of mens beſt endea- | 


vours, and of obeying from a good inten- 


tion, from a peculiar principle, &c. theſe | 
were not the deſign of the Spirit, ſpeaking þ 
by the apoſtles. But his intention, by hold- | 


ing up the purity of the perfect law before 
them, was to keep low the ſpirit of conceit | 
and ſelf-importance; and that they might 
feel themſelves under the neceſſity of a con- 
tinual looking unto Jeſus. To people in 
their circumitances, in whoſe principles, 
conduct, and conſcience, ſo great a change | 
had been wrought, it was natural to con- 
clude, that they increaſed in goods; and 
that they had more wiſdom, ſtrength, and“ 
righteouſneſs, according to the works of their 
own hands, than they had before they be- 
lieved: in proportion to theſe * 4 
the) 
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they muſt neceſſarily be lifted up, and wander 
from the right way. To prevent which, by 
them that they are in themſclves 


ſhewing 
as weak and inſufficient as ever, the law is 


in its precepts and ſpirit ſet before them, 
that they might have no confidence in the 


fleſh, nor any rejoicing but in Chriſt Jeſus : 
thus is Chriſt the end of the law for righte- 
ouſneſs, to every one that believeth. 


But to return from this digreſſion—As | 


man's pretended imitation of Chriſt is cor- 


rupt in its ſource, it is yet more ſo in the 


ſtream : the obedience and holineſs of Chriſt 


have continuance in them; his purity 1s 


conſtant, invariable, and everlaſting; but 
man's goodneſs is as the morning cloud, and 
as the early dew it paſſeth away, and hath 
no continuance 1n it. Again, the obedience, 


or holineſs of Chriſt is comprehenſive, uni- 


verſal, and uniform: but ſuch is not the 
holineſs of the molt upright among men; 


their goodneſs is very contracted, confined 


to particulars, generally conſiſting of uſeleſs 
peculiarities, very irregular, and full of 
chaſms and contrarieties. Again, the holi- 


neſs of Jeſus is all perfection; it was pure in 
the fountain, it was unpolluted in the ſtream, 
nor could it admit of any corrupt mixture: 
but ſuch is not the holineſs of man; that, 
as I have ſhewn, is corrupt in the fountain, 
becomes more fo in the ſtream, and admits 
of abominable mixtures; 


ſuch as pride, re- 
venge, 


CERA. ——— ox — — — — — << 
* Wr 4 * 1 — = ww 


" 4, - ”- 


7 ER — w En De, 


2 . 
— — : 
i . > + 2008 —— 


— 
* * . 
* * 4 ws 


— 
— — — — — 


Et: 1 


S 
3 ir 2 —̃ — — 


— — 


> —_— — — —— 2. 


2 
GALE —— — — — — 


22 — — - 
tm — 


=< 
TE 26 
„ 


11 3 3 
- — 


> r 


— — ——— AT — 
> ECO SE At ESD = 
- ——— 1 * _ — 
_ 
_ F W NS PO —— — 


. 

10 

„ 

. 

bi 

1 

* 

4 

15 

id 

K [1 
1 


1786 


venge, the love of money, deceit, and many |, 


more ſuch, too tedious to mention at preſent. 
With what propriety can it then be faid, 
that man's holineſs is like Chriſt's holineſs, 


plainly teach. 


But ſome man will aſk me Do not the | 
ſcriptures ſpeak of following Chriſt's exam- | 
ple, of walking in his ſteps, of being in his þ 
likeneſs, &c? I anſwer—They certainly do, | 
nor do they ſpeak in vain. But of this I ſhall | 
have occaſion to treat, when I come poſi- } 
tively to deſcribe the True Baptiſm ; and to] 
ſhew that the putting on of Chriſt is a ſpiri-- 
tual act; my deſign here being only to ſhew, | 
that it is not of the fleſh, For as to man's | | 
pretended likeneſs to Chriſt, in his imita- | | 
tion of him, it is not more than equal to an 
actor's mouthing and ſtrutting upon the 
ſtage, in the character of ſome hero of an- 
cient ſtory; where there is neither identity, 
or ſimilarity, but in the whim of folly and 


romantic fancy. 


Man's fleſhly imitations of Chriſt, may be 


farther explained, by that beautiful and ini- 
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when the nature and properties of the latter 
are not, in any degree, diſcernible in the 
former? Man is not only defective under! 
the predominancy of his particular foible,, 
but his very wiſdom 1s folly, and his greateſt 
ſtrength is weakneſs itſelf; he is extremely | 
defective in that wherein he moſt excels; | 
as daily experience, and the examples of the | 
holy men of old, recorded in ſacred writ, | 
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mitable ſimile of the prophet; where he 
ſays, © That the day of the Lord ſhall be 
« upon all pleaſant pictures,” A picture, 
however well executed, however ſtrong the 


' reſemblance, has not the properties eſſential 


to the original. The moſt pleaſant picture, 


| as it is only a ſhadowy repreſentation of the 
' original, ſo is it a repreſentation to one 


ſenſe only; nor are there any of them fo 
perfect, as in this particular to deceive the 
eye of the judicious, that they ſhould miſ- 
take them for real life. e 

Nor can the moſt ſpecious appearances of 


| holineſs in man ſo far impoſe upon the - 
| judgment of ſuch as know mankind, and 


who are not unacquainted with the ſcrip- 


| tures, and with the power of God, that 
they ſhould at any time miſtake ſuch appear- 
\ ances for the ſame with the holineſs of 
Chriſt; or ever ſuppoſe, that they amount 
to what is intended by putting on Chriſt. 
It is impoſſible for men to put on Chriſt, ac- 
cording to their own righteouſneſs, or by ſuch 
mimitations of him as they are capable of, 
but as the comedian puts on his hero, or as 
the dead picture wears the living original; 
and which none but children and fools can 
| 4 miſtake for reality, 


The term Baptiſm is applied, in the New 


2 Teſtament, with propriety and conſiſtency to 
ſpiritual things; ſometimes to the ſufferings 
and death of Jeſus, and again to the belief of 
the truth, in its effects on the mind and con- 
ſciience of the believer : the death and ſuf- 
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ferings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt were de- 


ſigned to waſh and purify the people. 
Hence, He Himſelf terms it a Baptiſm, 
where he ſays, „But I have a Baptiſm to 
ebe baptized with, and how am I ſtraitned 
till it beaccompliſhed?” This was the Bap- 
tiſm which he ſpake of to his diſciples, 
| When he promiſed them that they ſhould 
drink of the ſame cup with himſelf, and be 
baptized with the ſame Baptiſm. This is 
alſo called the Baptiſm of fire, and with much 
reaſon and ſpirit; as it implies a purification 
obtained by enduring the penalty. Fire is 


uſed for various purpoſes of agriculture; Þ_ 


ſometimes to purge the land from thorns, 
briars, thiſtles, and other noxious lumber; 
and at other times, to burn the face of the 
ground, in order to its fruitfulneſs ; particu- 
larly, ſuch ground as is en barren and 
difficult in its culture. 

Fire is alſo a purifier of putrid and corrupt 
air, by purging it of im pure animalcula, and 
noiſom vapours, thereby reſtoring it to health 
and ſweetneſs. 

It is alſo the property of fire to purify me- 
tals, by. ſeparating the precious from the 


vile; and to diſtinguiſh the true ore by con- | 
ſuming the droſs. Upon theſe, and other | 


ſimilar accounts, we may ſuppoſe the meta- 


phor was made uſe of to denote, that the | 
Lord having laid upon Jeſus the i iniquities of Þ 
us all, He, as comprehending us in Him- 
ſelf, did through his death and paſſion purge | 
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c that one body, being many, are one body, 


1 J 


our ſins, He conſumed our tranſgreſſions and 


3 our nature. Hence, it is called a 
aptiſm, and the Baptiſm of fire; and hath 
the preference in the doctrine of Baptiſms. 
For, though the waſhing of water im- 
plies the putting away the filth of the fleſh, 
yet this filth is again contracted, and ſoon; 


6 which urges the neceſſity of repeated waſh- 


ings. But the Baptiſm of fire doth not only 
ſeparate between us and our fins, but it alle 


| conſumes them; ſo that we may not be de- 
filed with the guilt nor filth thereof any 
more. This is true in Chriſt, who being 


the captain of our ſalvation, and compre- 
hending us in Himſelf, was made perfect 


5 through ſufferings. Thus the fire of his 


Baptiſm was both penal and purifying, the 


latter in conſequence of the former; and 


occupying the nature and perſons of man- 
kind throughout the whole of his ſufferings 


and death, they were baptized with the 


Baptiſm whetewich He was baptized, they 


dlrank of the cup which he drank of, and 


were together with Him perfected through 
the ſame ſufferings : Chriſt being with re- 
ſpect to the people, through the things 
which he ſuffered, as the fuller s ſope, and 
as the refiner's fre. 

To elucidate which, us notice the 


& following paſſage from the words of the 


apoſtle, © For as the body is one, and hath 
* many members, and all the members of 
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ferings of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt were de- 
ſigned to waſh and purify the people. 
Hence, He Himſelf terms it a Baptiſm, 
where he ſays, But I have a Baptiſm to 
« be baptized with, and how am I ftraitned 
ce till it be accompliſhed?” This was the Bap- 
tiſm which he ſpake of to his diſciples, 
when he promiſed them that they ſhould 
drink of the ſame cup with himſelf, and be 
baptized with the ſame Baptiſm. This is 
alto called the Baptiſm of fire, and with much 
_ reaſon and ſpirit; as it implies a purification 
obtained by enduring the penalty. Fire is 
uſed for various purpoſes of agriculture ; 
ſometimes to purge the land from thorns, 
briars, thiſtles, and other noxious lumber ; 
and at other times, to burn the face of the 
ground, in order to its fruitfulneſs ; particu- 
larly, ſuch ground as 1s naturally barren and 
difficult in its culture. 


Fire is alſo a purifier of putrid and corrupt 


air, by purging it of impure animalcula, and 
noiſom vapours, thereby reſtoring it to health 
and ſweetneſs. 

It is alſo the property of fire to purify me- 


tals, by. ſeparating the precious from the | 
vile; and to diſtinguiſh the true ore by con- 
ſuming the droſs. Upon theſe, and other | 
fimilar accounts, we may ſuppoſe the meta- | 
phor was made uſe of to denote, that the | 
Lord having laid upon Jeſus the iniquities of | 
us all, He, as comprehending us in Him- | 
ſelf, did through his death and paſſion purge | * 
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our fins, He conſumed our tranſgreſſions and 


85 our nature. Hence, it is called a 


aptiſm, and the Baptiſm of fire; and hath 


the preference in the doctrine of Baptiſms. 
For, though the waſhing of water im- 


plies the putting away the filth of the fleſh, 


yet this filth is again contracted, and ſoon ; 
which urges the neceſſity of repeated waſh- 
ings. But the Baptiſm of fire doth not only 


ſeparate between us and our fins, but it alle 


conſumes them; ſo that we may not be de- 


| filed with the guilt nor filth thereof any 
more. This is true in Chriſt, who being 


the captain of our ſalvation, and compre- 
hending us in Himſelf, was made perfect 


through ſufferings. Thus the fire of his 
Baptiſm was both penal and purifying, the 
latter in conſequence of the former; and 


occupying the nature and perſons of man- 


| kind throughout the whole of his ſufferings 


and death, they were baptized with the 
Baptiſm wherewith He was baptized, they 
drank of the cup which he drank of, and 
were together with Him perfected through 
the ſame ſufferings : Chriſt being with re- 
ſpect to the people, through che things 
which he ſuffered, as the fuller's {ope, and 
as the refiner's 8 
IT 0o elucidate which, let us notice the 
following paſſage from the words of the 
apoſtle, © For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and all the members of 
that one body, being many, are one — 
| 60 0 
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et ſo alſo is Chriſt :” Thus runs the propoſi- 
tion, and the parallel as follows: Chriſt be- 
ing one, hath many children, or members, 

theſe being many are one Chriſt. The ſub- 
ſtance, or doctrine of which is The church 
is Chriſt diffuſed, or in the many, in variety; 
and Chriſt is the church in one, in uni- 
ty, and perfection: and as Chriſt was thus 
the church, it was that He fulfilled all righte- F 
ouſneſs, in the holineſs of His life, through 1 
the ſharpneſs of His ſuffering and death, at- 
teſted by the power and purity of His reſur- 
rection. 

Jeſus, by perfecting him! ſelf through ſuf- 
ferings, from the character of the wicked | 
which he ſuſtained, from the iniquities of | 
us all, which were laid upon him, and thus 
in knowledge and experience qualifying 
himſelf to preſide over the houſe of God, 
hath brought life and immortality to light; 
and has given affurance unto all men, that 
they ſhall be judged by Him; that every 
threatning, wherewith fallen men have been 
threatned from the beginning, has been ex-“ 
ecuted upon Him, to their Anal exemption | | 
from all; and that He hath intitled them, 
together "with Himſelf, to every benefit re- | 
ſulting from his obedience and ſufferings. þ 
All which (from his natural care for them, E 
and from his perfect knowledge and qualifi- | F 
_ Eation, through a ſameneſs of experience | 
with them) He, as the appointed, ſtands en- | 4 
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gaged to render uſeful to them, through all 


the viciſſitudes of their mortal life. 
In the holy goſpel we are taught, that 


Chriſt ſanctified the church, By and In 


Himſelf; and that, as her ſubſtitute and 
ſurety, he bleſſed her with the opening of the 


priſon, and cloathed her with the garments of 


falvation: He put the robe of legal inno- 
cence upon her, and not only ſo, but com- 
prehending her, with all her infirmities 


about her, in Himſelf, He really and phy- 


ſically purified her, by eradicating the evil, 


and by conforming her in Nature and in 


Perſon to the holy Image of God, 


The Lord Jeſus, having taken on him the 


maladies and perſon of mankind, He, as 


the phyſician of value, deſtroyed the dif- 
eaſe, and ſaved tne patient; He made an 
end of ſin, He finiſhed tranſgreſſion, but 
ſaved the people with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion. This, as having the people in Him- 
ſelf, he effected through his obedience unto 
death, without the conſideration of any thing 
done by them; or, any thing wrought 
within them, in their individual ſimple per- 
ſons: of which He exhibited undeniable 
proof at his reſurrection from the dead, when 


he was declared to be the Son of God with 


power, according to the ſpirit of holineſs. 
And this falvation is further deſcribed by the 


apoſtle, as follows: Not by works of 


*« righteouſneſs which we have done, but 
* according to his mercy he ſaved us, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and renew- 
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1 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he thed on 
8 abundantly Through Jeſus Chriſt our 
© Saviour,” 

Thus are mankind, together with and in 
Jeſus their forerunner, baptized unto the 
Father. In this grace the church is preſent- 
ed a glorious church, not having ſpot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; but holy and 
without blemiſh. The apoſtle, in aſcribing 
glory and dominion to Him who loved us, 
and who waſhed us from our ſins in His own 
blood, hath doubtleſs a reference to this 
Baptiſm ; for he manifeſtly places not only 
the pardon of ſin, but the being purified, or 


waſhed from them, to the 8 of our 


Lord's death and ſufferings, where he ſays, 
«He waſhed us from our ſins in His own 
« blood:” which not only implies a legal 
purification, by a chaſtiſement proportioned 
to the offence, but a radical cleanſing of our 
nature alſo; not only a forgiveneſs of. fin, 
and an exemption from future puniſhment, 
but a conformity to the Divine Nature alſo; 
a meetneſs to be partakers of a glorious in- 
| heritance among the ſaints in light, 

This was the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt 
and of fire, with which it was ſaid that the 
Saviour ſhould Baptize the people; for as 
the fire denotes penal ſufferings, and juſtifi- 
cation and legal innocence in contequence | ; 
thereof, ſo the Baptiſm. of the Holy Ghoſt 
- intends ſanctification, or ſuch a ſpiritual pu- 
rification, as renders us partakers of the Di- 

vine 


WE =: 
vine Nature. And that our bleſſed Lord hath 


effected this, that he hath baptized us with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with fire, is ſufficiently 


proved Nor his own ſtate at his reſurrection 


from the dead, where he appeared the ſecond 
time without ſin unto ſalvation; having by 


himſelf purged our ſins, he fat down on the 


right-hand of the Majeſty on high. 


In brief, I am conſtrained to contlude="; 


That the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and of 


fire, of which John the Baptiſt declared our 


Saviour to be the adminiſtrator, and likewiſe 


that Baptiſm which our Lord Himſelf ſpake 
of, as a Baptiſm which he had yet to be 
baptized with, and for the accompliſhment 
of which he was ſtraitned, and in which he 


promiſed, his diſciples a participation with 
himſelf; I Hy. I muſt neceſſarily conclude, 


that theſe all related to what was to have its 


accompliſhment through the obedience, ſuf- 


ferings, and death of Chriſt; and that they 


have their perfect reaſon and ſpirit in the 
' finiſhed work of Jeſus. 


Hence, in conſequence of what Jeſus ac- 


compliſhed through his one offering upon 
the croſs, Peter was taught to call no man 


common or unclean, becauſe God had 


dleanſed them. The apoſtle Paul taught that 

God had of the Jew and Gentile made one 
Niew-man, ſo making peace; that he might 
recancile both unto God in one body by the 


> croſs, having lain the enmity thereby, and 


| | came and preached to you which were afar 


186 


off, and to them that were nigh ; and that 


God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to 
himſelf: with many other ſimilar paſſages. 


All which, according to my judgment, 
plainly indicate, and even poſitively teach, 


that mankind, notwithſtanding contraſting 


appearances in them as individuals, are waſh- 


ed, cleanſed, and reconciled unto God in 
Chrift Jeſus; which being wrought in the 
Name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 


of our God, is that True Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt wherewith Jeſus was to baptize 
the people, 35 

But here I expect it will be aſked me 
Is this the he of what the ſcriptures 
mean, by being baptized with the Holy 
* Ghoſt? Unto which I reply—This is the 
primary meaning of the ſcriptures reſpecting 
the matter; but J am ſo far from denying, 


that they ſpeak of the Baptiſm of the Holy 


Choſt in a ſecond ſenſe, as confiſting of a 


divine operation upon the human mind, that 


are true in Chriſt, are alſo true in them who 


believe on him, If in purſuit of this ſub- 


je, J have firſt ſpoken of truth as it is in 
Chriſt, it is but a mite of that infinite ſum 


which. is due to His name; He, as head over 
all things unto his body the church, hath in 


all things the pre-eminence. Beſides, in 


Chriſt Is the foun:ain of the waters of life, 


but in man a ſtream only ; the ſtream may 
be ſuſpended, cut off, or dried up, but the 
- fountain 


— 


17 
euntain is always full, inexh-uſtible, never 
ailing; the ſtream, WH e it flows, is om- 
orteble, reiretiing, and chcaring to our 
enſes, but in the fountain is on- hove, a -- 
and delight; we know that There e are ever 


121 


filled, That can never fail us, becauſe Jaſus 


Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-dav, and for 
ever; in Him is the ſtability of our times, 


and the ſtrength of our ſalvation : nor is it 


contiſtent wh truth, that any attainments, 


cConſolations, or ſpiritual fruits in ourſeives, 


ſhould ever render us independant of Him, 


or make us unmindful of the honours which 


are due to His Name. | 
The Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, as relat- 


ing to his operations on the human mind, or 


55 the heart of individuals, is ſpoken of in 
the ſcriptures ſometimes in an extraordinary, 


2nd at other times in an ordinary ſenſe; the 


one limited to the age of the apoſtles, but 


the other familiar to all true believers to 
the end of time; the former conſiſted of 


ſuch an effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt, as did 


not only include the witneſs of ſalvation, 


with righteouſneſs, peace, and joy; but 
miraculous gifts and powers alſo: and this 
was it which the Lord promiſed the apoſtles 


after his reſurrection, ſaying, © For John 


truly baptized with water, bat ye ſhall be 
ec baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many 
days hence; and for the ac: omplimment 


of which they were to wait at ſeruſalem. 


And of this ſame Baptiſm ſpeaks the 7 1e 
Pete 


3 
Peter, in vindication of his conduct, when 
accuſed of preaching the goſpel unto the 


gentiles; where he ſays, ** And as I began 


to ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt fell on them as 
ce on us at the beginning: then remembered 


T I the word of the Lord, how that he ſaid 
John indeed baptized with water, but ye 
„ ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt.” 
This falling of the Holy Ghoſt on the Gen- 


tile converts, was according to his miracu- 


lous gifts and powers, as is manifeſt from 


the following reaſons: Firſt, It was accord- 
ing to the manner of his falling on the apoſtles 
on the day of Pentecoſt; which was not as 
a ſpirit of faith in Chriſt, for that they had 
before; nor as a witneſſing ſpirit of their in- 
tereſt in Chriſt, for this we may ſuppoſe 


them poſſeſſed of before; nor as a ſanctifying 


ipirit, which they certainly had from their 


fr faith in Chriſt; it therefore follows, | 


that the Holy Ghoſt fell on them that day 


in his miraculous gifts and powers, ſpeaking 


with tongues as the Spirit gave them utter- 


ance; according to which was the manner of 


his falling on the people to whom Peter 4 


preached. Again— That it was fo is farther 


evident, from the inſtantaneous proof they 
gave of it; the apoſtle difcerned it imme- 


diately, which had not been the caſe had 


their Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt here ſpoken 
of intended his ſanctifying influences; as to 
have aſcertained this, ſome time of probation 


and perſeverance would have been neceſſary: 
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and as both our Saviour and his apoſtles have 
taught, that men may have extraordinary 
Joys, and even from bearing the word of 


truth preached, and yet give no certain proof 


of their being the good ground, or of their 
being ſuch whe are baptized with the Holy 


Ghoſt, and who ſhall endure to the end, 


there can be nothing inferred with certainty 


from ſuch appearances; nor could the apoſtle 


determine from their expreſſed comfort, that- 


the Holy Ghoſt was fallen on thoſe Gen- 


tiles, as he did at the beginning on the 


apoſtles. It follows then, that Peter deter- 


mined of the Gentiles having received the 
Holy Ghoſt, by proofs ſimilar to what were 
exhibited on tho day of Pentecoſt in himſelf 


and the other apoſtles, when they received 


the Holy Ghoſt : and this out-pouring of 
the Spirit 3 is termed by our Saviour and his 
apoſtles * the Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt.” 


By this Baptiſm were the diſciples of Jeſus 


diſtinguiſhed in the fight of men, and unde- 


niable proof given that they were of the truth, 


under the influence of this Spirit; they nei- 


ther thought their own thoughts, nor ſpake 


their own words; but they thought and 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt: 


though they were men compaſſed about with 
N and ſubject to like paſſions with 


bother men, yet purified with the Spirit, im- 


merſed in the Holy Ghoſt, they were cleanſed 
from themſelves, fo that their perſonal weak- 


> neſſes could neither prevent nor impede the 


Divine 
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Divine Power which wrought In and By 


them. Thus were the apoſtles aud p27 


eminent believers of that epoch baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt; they were by this means 
ſeparated, purified, and influenced to the 


glory of Chriſt, as his diſciples and unerring 


witneites ; the truth of which they demon- 


ſtrated and confirmed by many ſigns and 


wonders, which they wrought in the name 


of Jeſus by the ſame Spirit. But the Bap- 


tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, conſidered in this 
ſenſe, was extraordinary, as hinted above, and 


peculiar to the apoſtles and Chriſtians of the 


firſt claſs in that age; nor doth it appear, 


with any degree of certainty, that this ful- 


neſs of Spirit and Power extended beyond 
that age. But though modern Chriſtianity 


can make no juſt pretenſions to the Baptiſm 


af the Holy Ghoſt in this extraordintry man- 


ner, yet every true believer in Jeſus is ſtill, 
in ſome ſenſe, baptized with the Holy Ghoſt; 


nor without this, is it poſſible for men to 
enjoy either fpiritual purity, or true conſo- 


lation: the truth of this hypothefis is 


granted by all that have any right of claim | 
to the Chriſtian name (as a doctrine very ex- 


plicitly taught in the New Teſtament), who 


are yet far from being agreed as to the nature 
and properties of the thing itſelf. 


There are ſome wha unreaſonably, and un- 
ſeripturally, reſt the doctrine altogether upon 


externals, pretending that the Baptiſm of the 


oy Ghoſt operates In and By bodily exer- 
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ciſe, or by the uſe of outward things; as by 


the waſhing of water, and the formal uſe of 


words on that occaſion; and that ſuch a 


Baptiſm may be, where no ſubſequent change 


can be proved, nor any correſpondent fruit 
produced; as in the caſe of infants, who are 
ſuppoſed to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
when they are baptized with water. 
Others ſuppoſe it to conſiſt in a reforma- 
tion of manners and ſentiment, &c. and 
having in their own eſtimate experienced 
ſuch a change in themſelves, they conclude 
themſelves regenerated, baptized with the 


Holy Ghoſt, and changed into the image of 


the Lok from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord. 

There are yet others, who elated with the 
conceit of perſonal- purity, and abounding 
with aſſurances, joys, and extatic feelings 
(in conſequence thereof) eaſily miſtake their 
paſſions for divine inſpiration, and their 
imaginary purity for the Baptiſm of the 
Holy Ghoſt : but this partakes ſo much of 
the nature of ſpiritual pride, and which is ſo 
perfectly repugnant to, the goſpel] purity, 
that it is impoſſible for the chaſte virgin to 
Chriſt to be deceived by it, by miſtaking it 
for the Spiritual Baptiſm. And ſo far are 


the above from being authenticated by tho 


ſcriptures, that they ſtand rather expoſed to 
the cenſure of the divine word, as inven- 
tions of men; and as having their founda- 
tion in 2 ignorance and pride, 7 
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Again— There are ſome who not ain 
guiſhing between being baptized With and 


By the Holy Ghoſt, conceive of the Holy 


Ghoſt in an active Tents ; or under the no- 


tion of ſpiritual agency in this Baptiſm; con- 
trary to the ſcriptures, except it be granted 


that the Lord Chriſt is that Spirit, and that 
He baptizes His diſciples with HimſelF. 


The plain ſcripture- account of this mat- 


ter is, That Jeſus is the agent or admini- 
ſtrator of Spiritual Baptiſm, and that the 


Holy Ghoſt is that where with he bapti zes 


us, or the material of this Baptiſm to the 


ſoul or ſpirit, as water 1s to the body in the 
external waſhing. The Holy Ghoſt is not 
ſpoken of in an active ſenſe, as the Baptizer 
or Purifier; but paſſively, rather as the ele- 


ment of purification, as that innocence, life, 


and purity, wherewith Jeſus was to waſh 


The name Ghoſt, in its common accep- 


tation, ſignifies the ſpirit or exiſtence of a 


deceaſed perſon, and the epithet of Holy ad- 


ded to it, ſhews it to be a ghoſt or ſpirit di- 
vinely pure. This may be applied, and not 


improperly, to the reſurrection of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; where that which was ſown 


natural was raiſed ſpiritual. Mankind, as 


comprehended in Jeſus, died in his death; 


but whether this death was their ona] 


loſs, or whether it was propitiatory, and 
conſequently 


mankind; and which, in the firſt ſenſe of : 
the promiſe, He hath perfectly accompliſhed 
in Himſelf, as I have already ſhewn. 
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conſequently the gate of life, did not im- 
mediately appear: for while Jeſus lay in the 


ſepulchre, both men and angels were ſeem- 
ingly in a ſtate of ſuſpence with reſpect to 


the Deceaſed; but in His reſurrection, not 


only the Ghoſt, but the Holy Ghoſt of the 
Deceaſed made its appearance, and 


but of His acceptance with Him alſo. In 


brief I would here propoſe, that the terms 
Spirit and Holy Ghoſt, are not always per- 


ſonally applied in the ſcriptures; but that 


ſometimes they denote truth, in oppoſition 


to falſhood : and again, they intend reaſon 


and ſubſtance, in oppoſition to ſhadows 


outward ordinances, and literal appoint-, 
ments; they alſo deſign ſupernatural influ- 
ence and operations, in contradiſtinction to 


lifeleſs forms, and to the heats of imagination: 


but more eſpecially, they intend the reaſon 


and purity of redemption by our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, which is the Spirit that giveth life, 
in oppoſition to the dead and killing Letter. 

The reaſon of our redemption by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which is the Spirit that giveth 


life, conſiſts, Firſt, In the Divine Decree, 


wherein the glory and honour of being the 
Redeemer was aſſigned him; and again, In 
that union, or oneneſs, ſubſiſting between 
the Redeemer and the Redeemed: hence, the 


| Þ Redeemer had His right of redemption, and 
His capacity of ſuttaining their perſons and 
condition; and hence alſo appears, the equity 


gave 
proof, not only of His exiſtence with God, 


1941 


of their maladies being healed by His ſtripes. 


The purity of this redemption was manifeſted 
and aſcertained in our Lord's reſurrection, by 
which he was declared to be the Sen of God 
with power, according to the ſpirit of holi- | 
neſs ; and by which, mankind alſo were be- 
gotten unto a lively hope. Briefly, The 


reſurrection of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt exhi- 


bits, in holineſs, the redemption of man- 


kind by His blood and death; and may (not 


improperly) be called, the Holy Spirit or 


| Ghoſt of every promiſe, ordinance, or ſha- 
dow, relating to this promiſed ſalvation. 


And to have the mind and conſcience . 
brought up into contact with the reſur- | 


rection- ſtate of Chriſt, ſo as to anſwer to the 


purity of that ſtate, as face anſwers to face 
in the glaſs, is true Spiritual Baptiſm; it is 
to be baptized, waſhed, or purified with 
the Holy Ghoſt; that is—with the reſur- 
rection-power and purity of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 


This may be ſoppoſed to be what the 


apoſtle had in view, when he was deſirous 


of knowing the power of our Lord's reſur- 
rection; its power to diſcharge him from 
all guilt and impurity, and to perfect him 
pertuining to the conicience : but more par- 
ticularly, where he fays, * If by any means 
« I might attain unto the reſurrection of 
« the dead; not as though I had already at- 
« tained, either were already perfect; but 
1 a after, if that 1 may 

6 that 
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« that for which alſo I am apprehended 


3 of Chriſt Jeſus.” Here, in my judgment, 


the apoſtle plainly ſheweth, that as the 


people comprehended in Chriſt were raiſed 
from the dead, together with Him, in His 

reſurrection, ſo the true Chriſtian perfection 
cConſiſts in attaining according to the heart, or 
to the harmony of our faculties, to that re- 


ſurrection, power, and purity; Where we 


are to the teſtimony of our own conſcience, 
What we are to the eye of the Father, as 


accepted in the Beloved, 


The diſtinction between what Chriſt hath 


perſected For us in Himſelf, and that of the 
revelation of this matter In us, for the Bap- 


tiſm or purification of the conſcience, is not 
a deviſed fable, but a truth authenticated by 
the ſcriptures. It is not only propoſed that 

Jeſus loved us, and waſhed us from our ſins 
in his own blood; and that by Himſelf Re 


purged our fins, &c. which intends the ſal- 
vation that He wrought out and perfected 
for us, in His own perſon; but it is alſo 


propoſed, that the blood of Chriſt ſhall purge 


the conſcience ſrom dead works to ſerve the 


living God: the former intends our falva- 
tion finiſhed in Chriſt; and the latter im- 


58 its power or efficacy in the human 


cart, when known and believed; and 


which. may be conſidered, as a Baptiſm with 


the Holy Ghoſt, that is, in common. to all 


believers in Jeſus, even unto the end of the 


worid, 5 
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I have already aimed at ſhewing, that the 
material of this Baptiſm, or that wherewith 


we are baptized, is the Holy Ghoſt ; or the 


finiſhed work of Chriſt, as brought to light 


and aſcertained in His reſurreQion ; and that 
this grace and truth, through its knowledge 
and faith, purifies the heart from the filth, 
guilt, and fear of an evil conſcience : hence, 
the apoſtle calls it the waſhing of water by 


« the Word.“ 


The Spiritual Word hath, to the mind or 
_ conſcience, the ſame property of baptizing, | 
waſhing, or. purifying, as water hath to the 


external man, The Word is that which 
by the goſpel is preached unto us, it is that 
which endureth for ever; though all fleſh 
be but as graſs, and the goodlineſs thereof, 


but as the flower of the graſs: the Word is 
the Spirit and Truth of the ſcriptures; the 
Facts of ſalvation, diſtinguiſhed from the Re- 
port. This Word, in its baptizing virtue, 
was what our Saviour intended when he ſaid 
to his diſciples, Now ye are clean through 
the Word which I have ſpoken to you.” 


THE WORD is indiſcriminately applied to 


the perſon, and ſalvation of Chriſt; and is 


that which the apoſtles were ſent forth to 
preach, by the goſpel, to all nations: and 
whereſoever it was received, and proved a 
ſavour of life, the receiver was baptized, or 
purified thereby, in the name of the Father, 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
This 5 
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This Baptiſm may be conſidered, in tlie 
Name of the Father, as the origin of love, 
who gave us to the Son, and decreed our ſal- 
vation by him; and in the Name of the Son, 


as he redeemed and ſaved us; and in the 
Name of the Holy Ghoit, as he convinces 
of this grace, ſhews it to us, bears witneſs 
of it, and keep us in the truth of it. Again, 


as the Father teaches us and draws us to the 
Son; the Son juſtifies us, ſaves us, and ſpeaks 


peace to us; the Holy Ghoſt, as glorifying 
Jeſus before the eyes of our minds, diſtin- 
guiſhing his beauties, and unſearchable 


riches, and as influencing thoſe diſcoveries 


| to our hearts: or, we are baptized in the 


Name of the Father, as Him of whom are 
all things, and we in Him; and in the 


Name of the Son, as the One Lord Jeſus, 
by whom are all things, and we by Him; 


and in the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, as the 
precious teſtimony and influence of that love 
to our ſpirits ; until we come up to the ac- 
knowledgment of the myſtery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Chriſt; that is, to 


the revelation and conſciouſneſs of the grace 


concealed under each facred appellative, as 


relating to our happineſs in time ang 1n 
eternity. 


This Baptiſm (as I have already propo- 


ſed) is called a being baptized into Chriſt; 


and is evidenced by the baptized's putting 
on Chriſt: to put on Chriſt is a ſpiritual 


act, and intends the exerciſe and appeal of 
H the 
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the ſoul to God, We are taught in the 
ſcriptures, that our Lord Jelas Chriſt is 
not only our friend, our benefactor, our 
kinſman, our brother, but ourſelves; one 
fleſh, one blood, one ſpirit with us: the 
people, as many, make one Chriſt; as the 


members, being many, make one body. 
Chriſt and the church are conſidered in the 
ſcriptures, throughout the whole of his un- 
dertakings and attainments, as but one per- 
ſon; in the articles of his ſufferings and 
| death as the guilty finner, whoſe ſoul was Þ 
doom'd to die; and in his reſurrection, as | 
the righteous, the ſanctified, made perfect 


through ſufferings. Jeſus being thus made 


of God unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti- 
fication, and redemption; He being the 
 New-creature, the perfect Man, not only 


for Himſelf, but for the people; they, as 


many as believe on his Name, have power 
| given them to become the ſons of God, by 
putting on the Son. 


Chriſt 1s put ON by appropriation founded 


upon right, ariſing from the ordinance and 


gift of God, and from his union or oneneſs 


with the people ; ; from hence, we have an 
undoubted right, to conſider him as our 


New-man; and to deny every ſelf, in our 
appeal to the Higheſt, but Him who is our 
perfect ſelf. Z 

Before Jacob could inherit his father's | 


bleſſing, he found it needful' to put on his 


elder — he not only put on his appa- 
rel, 
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rel, and aſſumed his name, but he clad him- 
ſelf with his perſon in a figure, where he 


drew on him a fimilar ſkin to that of his 
brother's; and taking on him withal the 


name of his elder brother, he aſked and ob- 


tained the bleſſing in his perſon and name. 


The reaſon and ſpirit of which is, the el- 
der brother is Chriſt; to whom pertains the 
birth-right, the father's bleſſing, the inhe- 


tance, the office of prophet, prieſt, and king 


in the family: it is true, He is not aſhamed 


to call us brethren, becauſe both He and we 


are of one, of one original, of one parent-root; 
but, as the younger brethren, we have no 


inheritance but by Him, being ordained to 


a ſtate of dependence on Him; He gives us 


leave to aſk in his Name, that our joy may 
be full, with an aſſurance of receiving what 
we ſo aſk. 

But how can we aſk in his Name, except 
we are found in Him; by entering into, and 
appropriating his Perſon, as Jacob entered 
into the perſon of Eſau? The goſpel exhi- 
bits our right of appropriation, from the or- 
dinance of God; from the elder brother's 


love, conſent, and defire; and from. the 


oneneſs ſubſiſting between Him and us in all 
His undertakings. It was the will of God, 


that Jeſus ſhould be the Saviour and Salvation 


of mankind ; therefore, were they the body 
prepared for Him to do that will in: in con- 


iequence of which, they were to look unto 


Him, to come unto Him, to believe on 
H 2 | F:m, 
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Him, to put Him on; and to reckon of their 
ſtate and condition, in time and in eternity, 
both to their own conſcience, and to God the 
judge of all men, by Him; faithfully con- 
cluding, that as He is, even ſo are they in 
this preſent world. Thus was He ordained 
to have the pre-eminence, and that no man 
ſhould glory before God but in Him. | 
To this Jeſus conſented, faying, „Lo I 
% come to do thy will, O my God;” ſo in- 
tenſe was his love, and fo fully was his heart 
ſet upon the reſtoration of the people, that 
it was the joy which was before him, when 
he endured the croſs, and deſpiſed the ſhame. 
He took on Him the ſeed of Abraham, and 
ſaved them In and With Himſelf, with an 
everlaſting ſalvation; and now calls upon 
them to be of good cheer, in that he has 
overcome ;. aſſuring them that his grace is 
ſufficient for them, that his ſtrength is per- 
feed in their weakneſs, and that they ſhall 
have peace in Him, whilſt in the ras 
they have tribulation : yea, to as many as 
believe on him, He gives power to become 
the ſons of God; requires them to . reckon 
themſelves indeed dead unto ſin, and alive 
unto God by Him; to put Him on, to 
walk in Him; and to aſſure themſelves, 
that becauſe He lives, they ſhall live alſo. 
We are alſo inſtructed in the goſpel, that 
there was ſuch a gathering of the people into 
One, into the Name, Perſon, and Office of the 
Lord Jeſus, as rendered them His body, His 
fulneſs, 
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fuloels, members of his body, of his fleſh | 
and of his bones; and indeed the reaſon and 8 
equity of his humiliation, obcdience, ſuffer- f 
ings, and death : here the Many were made 
perfect in One, and a reaſon rendeted, N 
wherefcre no man ſhould be called common, 
or unclean, becauſe God had cleanſed them. 1 
Here Jeſus appears to be our New- man, our | 
perfect Man, our New-creation ; and from all | 
theſe conſiderations, our right of appropria- 
tion takes its rife. 

We put on Chriſt We put him on for 
the adoption of fons—We put him on for | 
our title and claim to the love of God—We ' 
put him on as our wiſdom, and righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſanctification, and redemption— 
We put him on as our deliverance from all 
evil, as our final anos and eternal — 
Hie. þ 

To put on Chriſt is an act of the mind, — 
and purely ſpiritual: it ſuppoſes without 
doubtfulneſs, ſuch a kindred-reJation to 
Chriſt, ſuch a oneneſs with Chriſt, and ſuch | 
a decreed real and full repreſentation of us, ; 
in all is doings and ſufferings, as clearly 


| entitles us, together with Him, to all the 

54 benefits which He has obtained through His 

| doings and ſufferings. 

* | Thus we go out of the conſideration of 
what we are in our individual exiſtence, as 

FF from the things which are behind, to the | 

* © ſimple, faithful conſideration of what God 1 

hath wrought in Chriſt, and in us as com- N 
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prehended ; in Him. This is the mark of the 


prize or our high calling in Chriſt Jeſus; 


which is ſet before us, and unto which we 


ate required to preſs forward. 

Here the real believer in Chriſt is con- 
ſcious of being as Chriſt is, yea, even in this 
world: he is righteous in Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs, as Chriſt i is righteous ; holy as He 


is holy, and in the fame holineſs; and ac- 
cepted of God in Him, with the ſame ac- 
ceptance which he hath obtained. As this 


implies a washing, or purification from all 
human righteouſneſs, and an immerſion in 


OE and Truth, it is term'd a being bap- 
zed into Chriſt, a putting on of Chriſt, 


3 anſwers to the true Spiritual Baptiſm. 


Inis in the language of the holy ſcriptures 
ſignifies, A change into the ſame image 
„ (with the Lord) from glory to glory, even 


as by the Spirit of the Lord: as He is ſo 


are we in this world Perfect, pertaining 
cc 


to the conſcience - Becauſe that the wor- 


„ {hippers once purged, ſhould have no more 


* conſcience of ſin.— Therefore, if any man 


be in Chriſt, he is a new creature; old 


« things are paſt away, behold, all things 


« aire become new.—Be ye therefore perfect, 


2 even as your Father which is in heaven is 


c perſect Till we all come in the unity of 
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son 
«of 00, unto a perfect man; unto the 
«© meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of 


„ Chritt.” Nor are theſe paſſages to be ex- 


pounded 
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poundad as outward, and in the fleſh: 
Hut he is a Jew, which is one inwardly, 

2nd circuincifion is that of the heart, in 
the birit, and not in the letter, whoſe 
p ralſe 1s not of men, but of God.” 

the benefits attendant on the true Spiri- 
e Baptiim are many, and great; and may, 
* ompariſon, be thus illuſtrated: 

ie Baptiſm of water hath no higher 
aim than that of putting away the filth of 
% ech; but the Baptiſm of the Spirit is a 


f from all filthineſs, both of fleſh and 


iT) . 1 


Dutward Baptiſm is a meer bodily exer- 
ile, ane ah cannot poſſibly contain any argu— 
meh: of >rokrablenels 1 in it, beyond mens 


falſe conccptions of the Divine Being; for 
while they think Him to be ſuch a one as 
themſelves, they will allo imagine Him to 
be delighted with the like kind of homage. 
But the inward Baptiſm, which 1s of the 
heart, is a ſpiritual operation; a purity and 
worſhip ſuitable to the properties of that 
God, who is a Spirit, and who ſeeketh ſuch 
to worſhip him, as worſhip him in ſpirit 
and truth. 
The Letter-baptiſm, as it is a creature - 
| aQt, leads men to glory in themſclves; as 
the ancient Phariſce, who boaſted of being 
cCircumciſed on the eighth day; or as the 
modern Phariſee (unto whom the face of 
> Motes is yet vailed) boaſts of bis ſubmiſſion 
2 toordir ancer, But the Spiritual Baptiim, as 
. | 1t 
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it is an act of Chriſt, purging the conſcience 
from dead works by his own blood, that men 

might ſerve the living God in the newneſs' 
of The Spirit, is a Baptiſm' that baptizes us 
out of ourſelves into Chriſt, where rejoicing. 
in Him we worſhip God in the Spirit, and 
have no confidence in the fleſh. 

The External Baptiſm leaves its ſubjects 


where it found them, whether infants or a- 
dults; it produceth no change in them, they 
are as much in their ignorance, unbelief, or 


ſelf-righteouſneſs afterwards, as they were 
before. But the Internal Baptiſm 1 is a deli- 
verance from the power of darkneſs, and a 
tranſlation of men into the kingdom of God's 


dear Son. 


The Fleſhly, or Water-baptiſm, does not 


only permit bigotry, but even makes men bi- 
gots; for as they are either led to think, that 
to baptize with water is to chriſtianize, or 


that it is eſſential to Chriſtian obedience ; ſo 
are they taught to cenſure, and condemn as 
hereticks, and heathen men, all thoſe who 
refuſe ſubmiſſion to their Baptiſm z and this 
lays a foundation for the injurious ſpirit. 
hut the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 
gives men very different ideas; this Baptiſm 
expels the ſpirit of bigotry from the heart, 
and teaches the Chriſtian to determine of 
real chriſtianity i in men; not from their uſe 


of ceremonies, from their ſubjection to ordi- 


nances, but from their having their faith, 
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hope, and rejoicing in Chriſt Jeſus; and, 
from their having imbibed his Spirit. 

And as to thoſe, whom the ſpiritually-bap- 
tized cannot as yet (on theſe grounds) call 
Chriſtians; they are taught to conſider them 
as beloved of God, as redeemed by Jeſus 
Chriſt; and therefore, ſuch who may 
ſooner or later be bleſſed with the One 
Spiritual Baptiſm. 

Hence, they are taught to treat them as 
their neighbour, yea, as their brother, ac- 
cording to the Word of Truth, which ſays, 
« For this end Chriſt both died, and roſe 
« and revived, that he might be Lord both 
of the dead and the living. But why doſt 
thou judge thy brother, c or why doſt thou 
« ſet at nought thy brother? We ſhall all 
« ſtand before the judgment: ſeat of Chriſt : 
For it is written, As I live, faith the Lord, 
ce every knee ſhall bow to me, and every 
e tongue ſhall confeſs to God.” 

Thus does the Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt, puriſy the Chriſtian man to the 
love of God, and of his neighbour; it ſo 
deeply tinctures his heart with the compaſ- 
ſions of the Lord, that he cannot oppreſs, 
he cannot injure; nor does harſhneſs, or 
ſeverity, conſiſt with the Chriſtian character; 
nor can he conſider any man fo remote, as 
3 iy behold his miſeries with an unpitying 
but according to the Spirit of Him 


I * hath baptized him, he is influenced by 


| teriderneſs, and good-will to all; and as a 
2 8 child 
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child of the higheſt, he is kind even unto 
the unthankful, and to the evil. 

Theſe, and many more, are the advan- 
tages attendant on the Baptiſm with the 

Holy Ghoſt; which is ſufficient to ſhew its 
Importance, and to prove beyond all diſ- 
pute, that this Baptiſm of the Spirit, is 
that One HBaptiſin, 3 the apoſtle ſpeaks 
of in unity with the ( ne Lord, and the 
One Faith. 

As I am now drawin = nigh to 2 conclu- 
ſion, it wil: not be improper to take ſome 
notice of what might otherwiſe, in a pre- 
judiced and critical reader, give a ſeemingly 
plauſible occation to charge me with ſelf- 
contradiction and incopſiſtency; from my 
deanng the Spiritual Baptiſm to be firſt 
what Chriſt has effected on behalf of man- 
kind in Himſelf, through his doings and 
ſafferings, having exhibited undeniable proof 
through | 315 reſurrection, of his having pu- 
rified Ba ſaved the people in Himſelf, with 
an everlaſting ſalvation. And again, to be a 
divine operation on the hearts of ſuch who 
believe on Jeſus; whereby they are waſhed 
from their filthineſs, and purified to the 
anſwer of a good conſcience towards God, 
by our Lord's reſurreQion. 

„by a few brief hints, I can free the 
Med diſtinctions from the charge of contra- 
diction, by ſhewing, that though I have di- 
ſtinguiſhed the Biptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, 
rherewith Chriſt was to baptize the people, 
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:nto what he hath perfected i in Himſelf, 


and again, into the operations of His grace 
on the heart of the believer; yet that theſe 


diſtinctions are truly in unity in the one Spi- 
ritual Baptiſm; I ſhall attempt ſaying nothing 


more on the ſubject. 


The great ſalvation, 1 in every gracious par- 
ticulars is wrought out, finiſhed, and per- 
fected for ever in Jeſus Chriſt : to this all 


] the prophets, who have been ſince the world 


began, bear witneſs, that“ Iſrael ſhould be 


„ ſaved in the Lord, with an everlaſting ſal- - 


« vation.” That In the Lord all the ſeed of 
— Iſrael ſhall be juſtified, and ſhall glory, were 


the leading 1 es of the Old Teſtament; 


and to this faith, every particular of the ce- 


| remonial law was appointed to be a direc- 
tory. 


This alſo is the doctrine of the apoſtles— 
Cbriſt is the ſeed to whom the promiſes were 


| made; made to Him as comprehending man- 


kind in Himſelf, on condition of perfect 
El obedience, actively and patiively ; made to 
Him, as the Spirit and Truth of every bleſ- 
bg contained in the promiſe. Chriſt hav- 
ing ſucceeded in all his undertakings, all the 
* promiſes of God are in Him now, yea and 


amen. Whether it was forgiveneſs of ſin, 
or righteouſneſs, or holineſs, or that ſpiri- 
Sr tual effuſion, which anſwers to the Baptiſin 


[ with the Holy Ghoſt, that was contained 
ia the promiſe; they are all fulfilled upon 
Ythe people as comprehended 1 in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Thus 


f i 
Thus we affirm, that Chriſt baptized us 
in Himſelf with the Holy Ghoſt, and that in 
Him the beloved, we are made accepted, 


having redemption in His blood, the forgive- 
neſs of ſins; and that this is as ſurely "re in 


Him, when we are in ignorance and unbelief, Þ 
as when we live in the knowledge and enjoy- || 


ment thereof; nor can any thing but this 
record's being a permanent truth, ever con- 


vince the world of ſin, becauſe they believe 


not. Thus ſtands the truth in Chriſt, and 
thus are we ſeen of God in Him, whatever 
fituation we may be in retpecting our own 


conſciouſneſſes. 


But when it pleaſes God to reveal his Son 


in us, when we are brought up to the know- 
| ledge and faithof the Truth, as it is in Chriſt, 


our ſtate of mind, reſpecting purity, peace, 
and joy, anſwers to the particulars of Grace 


and Truth in Chriſt, as face anſwers to face 


in a glaſs. 

Thus that Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 
wherewith Chriſt has baptized us in Himſelf 
becoming intelligible to us, we believe it, 
appropriate it, and purify ourſelves in it; fo 
as to be free from guilt, and fear, and fl 


thineſs. Thus, in our meaſure, we expe- 


rience that Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, 
wherewith Chriſt baptized us in Himſelf; 
but we can no longer experience this, than 
we are found believing, and rejoicing in the 
truth as it is in Him: hence, the neceſſity 
of a continual looking unto Jeſus. 
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As the ſacred writings often ſpeak indiſ- 
criminately of the truth as it is in Chriſt, 
and the manifeſtation and effects of the 
truth as in us, as the kingdom of God, the 
ſalvation of God, &c. without ever intending 
that any thing beſides Jeſus Chriſt alone is 
the ſalvation of God; ſo I, (where I have 
defined the Truth as in Chriſt, to be the 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, and the ſame 
of this Truth's operation on the Chriſtian 
heart) have had nonc other view than to teſ- 
tify of the Salvation that is in Chriſt, and of 
the knowledge and experience of it, as in 


every one who believeth. | 
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=O *,* Shortly auill le publiſhed by the ſme AUTHOR, by 
3B Subſeription, A TREATISE on the LOR D's SUPPER; 
= another on the MINISTRY of the New TeSTAUuENT; 


e and a third on the CHE RU BIMIC AL MYSTERY, 
y or an Eſſay on the Miss oN of EzuxizL the Prophet, Sub- 


BY /criptions will be taken in by the Author, and S. Bladon, 
= SGok/eller, in Paternoſter-row. 


